
           

HRA Meeting 6:50 p.m.

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
Tuesday, March 4, 2014

7:00 p.m.

Coon Rapids City Center

Council Chambers

             

Open Mic/Public Comment
 

Call to Order
 

Pledge of Allegiance
 

Roll Call
 

Adopt Agenda
 

Proclamations/Presentations
 

1.   Coon Rapids Sustainability Commission Annual Report
 

2.   Cons. Resolution 14-39 Authorizing the City to Participate in the Minnesota GreenStep Cities Program
 

Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting 

February 18, 2014, Regular Meeting
 

Consent Agenda
 

3.   Cons. Resolution 14-42 Authorizing the Sale of Tax Forfeited Properties 
 

4.   Authorize Final Payment, Large Bituminous Patching Repairs, Project 13-16
 

5.   2013 Community Development Annual Report
 

6.   Approve Temporary On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License to Conduct Wine Tasting for Faith Lutheran

Church of Coon Rapids, 11115 Hanson Boulevard
 

7.   Cons. Resolution 14-38 Appointing Two Members to the Arts Commission 
 

8.   Accept Right of Entry Agreement from McDonalds USA, LLC for Fire Protection Purposes, Northdale

Boulevard/Hanson Boulevard 
 

9.   Cons. Resolution 14-43 Concurring with Issuance of Gambling Premises Permit for Coon Rapids Lions

Club at Coon Rapids Liquor, 11239 Foley Boulevard
 

Reports on Previous Open Mic



 

Public Hearing
 

Bid Openings and Contract Awards
 

Old Business
 

New Business
 

10.   Cons. Appeal of Solicitor License Denial, Joseph Einbinder, The Window Store Home Improvements
 

11.   Cons. Preliminary and Final Plat, Tylers Cove, 127th Avenue, Terry and Jeanette Balfany, PC 13-32
 

12.   Cons. Approval of Registered Land Survey, Amcon, 87th Avenue and Evergreen Boulevard, PC 14-02
 

13.   Cons. Amendment to Site Plan for Design Flexibility for Monument Sign, Frauenshuh, 11850

Blackfoot Street, PC 13-32
 

14.   Cons. Amendment to Site Plan for Use and Design Flexibility to Allow a Second Freestanding Sign,

430 Coon Rapids Boulevard, Jack Ovick, PC 13-24
 

15.   Cons. Resolution Approving Plans and Specifications and Ordering Advertisement for Bids, Large

Bituminous Street Patching Repairs, Project 14-16
 

16.   Cons. Resolution Approving Plans and Specifications and Ordering Advertisement for Bids for Well

Rehabilitation, Project 14-19
 

17.   Cons. Resolution Approving Plans and Specifications and Ordering Advertisement for Bids for

City-Owned Electrical Repair, Project 14-18
 

18.   Residential Street Reconstruction, Project 14-3:

a. Cons. Resolution Accepting Feasibility Report and Ordering Public Hearing

b. Cons. Resolution Declaring Cost to be Assessed and Ordering Preparation of Proposed Assessment

Roll

c. Cons. Resolution Setting Assessment Hearing 
 

19.   Residential Street Reconstruction, Project 14-4:

a. Cons. Resolution Accepting Feasibility Report and Ordering Public Hearing

b. Cons. Resolution Declaring Cost to be Assessed and Ordering Preparation of Proposed Assessment

Roll

c. Cons. Resolution Setting Assessment Hearing 
 

20.   Cons. Resolution 14-41 Approving Labor Agreement between the City of Coon Rapids and Law

Enforcement Labor Services, Local 207
 

21.   Cons. Resolution 14-40 Approving Labor Agreement between the City of Coon Rapids and the Law

Enforcement Labor Services - Local #362 Representing Police Sergeants
 

Other Business
 



Adjourn
 



   

City Council Regular           

Meeting Date: 03/04/2014  

SUBJECT:

Attachments

2-18-14 Council Minutes



UNAPPROVED

COON RAPIDS CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 18, 2014

OPEN MIC/PUBLIC COMMENT

Jerry Pierce, 12236 Partridge Street NW, commented on his last open mic appearance and said there 
should be an open discussion on the hoarding ordinance.  He shared his displeasure with the non-
domestic animal ordinance and not being allowed to feed the ducks, stating not many other cities 
have this ordinance.  Mr. Pierce referred to the whistle-free designation in the City and two 
pedestrian deaths that occurred, and then commented that the Council did not handle the Northpoint 
Church conditional use permit discussion very well.

CALL TO ORDER

The second regular meeting of the Coon Rapids City Council for the month of February was called to 
order by Mayor Tim Howe at 7:15 p.m. on Tuesday, February 18, 2014, in the Council Chambers.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

Mayor Howe led the Council in the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL

Members Present: Mayor Tim Howe, Councilmembers Denise Klint, Ron Manning, Paul 
Johnson, Jerry Koch, Bruce Sanders and Steve Wells

Members Absent: None

ADOPT AGENDA

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER KLINT, 
TO ADOPT THE AGENDA AS AMENDED REMOVING ITEM 10.  THE MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY.  

PROCLAMATIONS/PRESENTATIONS

1. PRESENT PROCLAMATION AND CONSIDER RESOLUTION 14-36 ACCEPTING 
DONATION OF FUNDS FROM THE 2013 EISENHOWER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
PENNY DRIVE
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Mayor Howe read a proclamation recognizing the students from the Eisenhower Elementary School 
for their efforts during the recent Kookies Penny Drive. He thanked the students for their donation of 
$70.03 and requested the Council adopt a resolution accepting this donation. 

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER SANDERS, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER 
JOHNSON, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 14-36, ACCEPTING THE DONATION OF FUNDS 
FROM THE 2013 EISENHOWER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PENNY DRIVE.  THE MOTION 
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

2. COON RAPIDS HEART SAFE COMMUNITY PUBLIC SERVICE TRAINING VIDEO

Officer Bryan Platz, Minnesota Heart Safe, shared the trailer for the newly-created Heart Safe 
Community training video/public service announcement featuring community member Joshua 
Gagner for his heroic efforts that helped save a life of a co-worker in Coon Rapids on October 3, 
2013. The video will be used everywhere possible to help promote the importance of AED training 
in the community and beyond.  

Officer Platz explained that Bill Carson of billcarson.tv donated $5,365.81 in services toward the 
production, directing, and shooting of this piece. The total cost of this video project is $12,265.81, 
of which the balance will be paid for through donations from the Northstar Lions, Community 
Strength Foundation/Arts Commission, National Little League Association, Advanced First Aid, 
Coon Rapids Service, and the Coon Rapids Rotary Club. He was grateful to all these groups and for 
their participation in this community effort.  He was pleased to announce that over 3,000 members of 
the community had been trained in AED use and compression CPR.

Mayor Howe thanked Officer Platz for his efforts and for bringing the community together to 
become Heart Safe.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS

FEBRUARY 5, 2014, COUNCIL MEETING

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER MANNING, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER KOCH, 
FOR APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 5, 2014, COUNCIL MEETING.  
THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

CONSENT AGENDA/INFORMATIONAL BUSINESS
3. CONSIDER RESOLUTION 14-35 DESIGNATING THE ANOKA COUNTY UNION 

HERALD AS THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER FOR 2014
4. CONSIDER RESOLUTION 14-37 ACCEPTING THE DONATION OF A BEVERAGE 

BAR FROM THE PEPSI BOTTLING COMPANY TO THE COON RAPIDS CIVIC 
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CENTER
5. APPROVAL OF TEMPORARY ON-SALE 3.2% MALT LIQUOR FOR EPIPHANY 

CHURCH FOR USE AT SPRINGFEST
6. CONSIDER WAIVER OF FEES FOR THE 2014 FOURTH OF JULY CELEBRATION

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER WELLS, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER SANDERS, 
FOR APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA AS PRESENTED.  

Councilmember Johnson provided comment on the beverage bar that was donated to the civic center. 
He stated this amenity was greatly appreciated and had already been used during Snowflake Days.

THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

REPORTS ON PREVIOUS OPEN MIC

7. OPEN MIC REPORT – JERRY PIERCE – 12236 PARTRIDGE STREET NW – VARIOUS 
CONCERNS

Mayor Howe discussed Mr. Pierce’s comments made during Open Mic at the February 5, 2014
Council meeting.

PUBLIC HEARING

8. CONSIDER ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE AMENDING CITY CHARTER 
ESTABLISHING THE REGISTRATION OF WRITE-IN CANDIDATES FOR CITY-
OFFICES

The staff report was shared with Council.

Councilmember Koch requested further information on the seven-day time limit for write in 
candidates within the ordinance language.  City Attorney Brodie advised the language was based on 
State statute.

Mayor Howe opened and closed the public hearing at 7:43 p.m. since no one appeared to address the 
Council.

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER MANNING, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER 
SANDERS, TO ADOPT THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE AMENDING CITY CHARTER 
CHAPTER 1-400 ESTABLISHING REGISTRATION OF WRITE-IN CANDIDATES FOR CITY 
OFFICES.  
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Councilmember Sanders said he was pleased with the ordinance amendment as it would streamline 
the voting reporting process.

THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

OLD BUSINESS

9. CONSIDER RESOLUTION 14-31 ADOPTING 2014 (1) MISCELLANEOUS SPECIAL 
ASSESSMENTS (CONTESTED MISCELLANEOUS ASSESSMENTS ONE-YEAR)

The staff report was shared with Council.

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER KOCH, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON, 
TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 14-31 ADOPTING 2014(1) MISCELLANEOUS SPECIAL 
ASSESSMENTS (CONTESTED MISCELLANEOUS ASSESSMENTS-ONE YEAR).  THE 
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

NEW BUSINESS

10. CONSIDER APPEAL OF SOLICITOR LICENSE DENIAL, JOSEPH EINBINDER, THE 
WINDOW STORE HOME IMPROVEMENTS

This agenda item has been removed from the agenda and rescheduled to the March 4, 2014, Council 
meeting.

11. RIVERVIEW PARK IMPROVEMENT PLAN, PROJECT 14-9:
A. APPROVE PRELIMINARY DESIGN CONCEPT PLAN
B. APPROVE CONSULTANT SERVICES AGREEMENT FOR DESIGN AND 

BIDDING SERVICES AND AUTHORIZE EXECUTION OF AGREEMENT

The staff report was shared with Council.

Mayor Howe said he was pleased that this project was finally able to move forward.

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER KOCH, 
TO APPROVE THE PRELIMINARY DESIGN CONCEPT PLAN FOR RIVERVIEW PARK; AND 
APPROVE THE CONSULTANT SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH WSB & ASSOCIATES, INC. 
FOR RIVERVIEW PARK DESIGN AND BIDDING SERVICES AND AUTHORIZE 
EXECUTION OF THE AGREEMENT BY APPROPRIATE CITY OFFICIALS.   THE MOTION 
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  
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12. CONSIDER RESOLUTION 14-34 EXEMPTING THE CITY OF COON RAPIDS FROM 
THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER CRITICAL CORRIDOR AREA RULES

The staff report was shared with Council.

Mayor Howe said he supported the exemption along with the proposed language changes.

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER KOCH, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER WELLS, TO 
ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 14-34 EXEMPTING THE CITY OF COON RAPIDS FROM THE 
MISSISSIPPI RIVER CRITICAL CORRIDOR AREA RULES.  

Councilmember Manning questioned if this exemption would be supported.  Councilmember Koch 
explained that if all cities passed a similar exemption, local government may have a chance of 
keeping the critical corridor management at a local level.  Mayor Howe indicated this resolution 
would send a positive message as to where the City of Coon Rapids stands.

THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

13. RESIDENTIAL STREET RECONSTRUCTION, PROJECT 14-1:
A. CONSIDER RESOLUTION ACCEPTING FEASIBILITY REPORT AND 

ORDERING PUBLIC HEARING ON IMPROVEMENT
B. CONSIDER RESOLUTION DECLARING COST TO BE ASSESSED AND 

ORDER PREPARING OF PROPOSED ASSESSMENT ROLL
C. CONSIDER RESOLUTION SETTING ASSESSMENT HEARING

The staff report was shared with Council.

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER SANDERS, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER 
JOHNSON, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 14-1(4) ACCEPTING FEASIBILITY REPORT AND 
ORDERING PUBLIC HEARING ON IMPROVEMENT; RESOLUTION NO. 14-1(10) 
DECLARING THE COST TO BE ASSESSED AND ORDERING PREPARATION OF A 
PROPOSED ASSESSMENT ROLL; AND RESOLUTION NO. 14-1(11) SETTING THE 
ASSESSMENT HEARING DATE FOR MARCH 18, 2014.  THE MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY.  

14. ROUND LAKE BOULEVARD STREET RECONSTRUCTION, PROJECT 14-2:
A. CONSIDER RESOLUTION ACCEPTING FEASIBILITY REPORT AND 

ORDERING PUBLIC HEARING
B. CONSIDER RESOLUTION DECLARING COST TO BE ASSESSED AND 

ORDERING PREPARATION OF PROPOSED ASSESSMENT ROLL
C. CONSIDER SETTING ASSESSMENT HEARING



City Council Meeting Minutes UNAPPROVED
February 18, 2014
Page 6

The staff report was shared with Council.

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER KOCH, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER MANNING, 
TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 14-2(4) ACCEPTING FEASIBILITY REPORT AND ORDERING 
PUBLIC HEARING ON IMPROVEMENT FOR MARCH 18, 2014; RESOLUTION NO. 14-2(10) 
DECLARING THE COST TO BE ASSESSED AND ORDERING PREPARATION OF 
PROPOSED ASSESSMENT ROLL; AND RESOLUTION NO. 14-2(11) SETTING AN 
ASSESSMENT HEARING DATE FOR MARCH 18, 2014.  THE MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY.  

15. ACCEPT PROPOSAL AND AUTHORIZE EXECUTION OF AGREEMENT FOR 
ENGINEERING SERVICES, 2014 WELL REHABILITATION PROGRAM, PROJECT 14-
19

The staff report was shared with Council.

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER KLINT, 
TO ACCEPT THE PROPOSAL FOR ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE 2013/2014 WELL 
REHABILITATION PROGRAM FROM PROGRESSIVE CONSULTING ENGINEERS, INC. 
AND AUTHORIZE EXECUTION OF THE AGREEMENT FOR ENGINEERING SERVICES IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROPOSAL DATED NOVEMBER 11, 2013.   

Councilmember Manning questioned how the Foley Boulevard tower would impact this project.  
Public Works Director Himmer explained Foley Boulevard has been identified as a replacement 
tower.  He noted the Council would be approving a comprehensive water update under Item 16.  He 
commented a new water tower location would be examined through this study.  

THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

16. APPROVE CONSULTANT SERVICES AGREEMENT AND AUTHORIZE EXECUTION 
OF AGREEMENT FOR COMPLETING WATER SYSTEM MASTER PLAN UPDATE, 
PROJECT 14-20

The staff report was shared with Council.

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER KLINT, 
TO APPROVE THE SELECTION OF BOLTON & MENK, INC. CONSULTING ENGINEERS 
AND SURVEYORS, TO COMPLETE THE CITY'S WATER SYSTEM MASTER PLAN 
UPDATE FOR A FEE OF $47,626.00, APPROVE THE CONSULTANT SERVICES 
AGREEMENT, AND AUTHORIZE EXECUTION OF THE AGREEMENT BY APPROPRIATE 
CITY OFFICIALS.   THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  
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17. POLICE VEHICLE PURCHASE:
A. CONSIDER RESOLUTION 14-33 AMENDING THE 2014 CAPITAL 

EQUIPMENT FUND BUDGET
B. AUTHORIZE PURCHASE OF EIGHT MARKED AND ONE UNMARKED 

POLICE VEHICLES

The staff report was shared with Council.

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER WELLS, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON, 
TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 14-33 AMENDING THE 2014 CAPITAL EQUIPMENT FUND 
BUDGET; AND AUTHORIZE THE PURCHASE OF EIGHT MARKED AND 
ONE UNMARKED POLICE VEHICLE FROM NELSON AUTO CENTER UNDER THE STATE 
CONTRACT.   THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

18. TASER PURCHASE FOR POLICE DEPARTMENT:
A. CONSIDER RESOLUTION 14-32 AMENDING THE 2014 BUDGET TO 

REAPPROPRIATE FUNDS USING THE CONTRIBUTION FROM ANOKA 
HENNEPIN DRUG AND VIOLENT CRIME TASK FORCE

B. AUTHORIZE PURCHASE OF 15 TASERS AND RELATED EQUIPMENT FROM 
TASER INTERNATIONAL

The staff report was shared with Council.

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER WELLS, 
TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 14-32 AMENDING THE 2014 BUDGET TO REAPPROPRIATE 
$10,995.45 IN THE CAPITAL OUTLAY FUND TO CAPITAL OUTLAY USING THE 
CONTRIBUTION FROM THE ANOKA HENNEPIN DRUG AND VIOLENT CRIME TASK 
FORCE; AND AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF 15 TASERS AND RELATED 
EQUIPMENT FROM TASER INTERNATIONAL IN THE AMOUNT OF $20,340.45.  THE 
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

OTHER BUSINESS

Councilmember Koch commended the Utility Department for managing the frozen water pipes 
throughout the City over the past several weeks.  

Councilmember Klint appreciated all of the volunteers, along with Diane Buszta, for their efforts in 
making the 50th Anniversary of Snowflake Days an event to remember.  

Mayor Howe thanked Marquis John Leggate for attending over 25 events during Snowflake Days.  
He agreed this year’s Snowflake Days was a wonderful community festival, then shared a long list of 
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community members, businesses and organizations involved in the events noting Snowflake Days 
would not have been a tremendous success without their assistance.  He said he was pleased by the 
turnout from the community.

Councilmember Johnson provided comment on the success of the medallion hunt.

Councilmember Koch encouraged residents to keep their fire hydrants free and clear of snow for 
emergency purposes throughout the winter months.

ADJOURN

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER SANDERS, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER KOCH, 
TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 8:18 P.M.  THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Approval Attestation: 
Cathy Sorensen, City Clerk



   

City Council Regular   1.           

Meeting Date: 03/04/2014  

Subject: Coon Rapids Sustainability Commission Annual Report

From: Colleen Sinclair, Recycling Coordinator

INTRODUCTION

The Coon Rapids sustainability Commission would like to provide an annual report to Council.

DISCUSSION

The mission of the Sustainability Commission is to assist Council in making Coon Rapids a better, more earth

friendly place to live. The past few years have produced a variety of education and outreach to our residents as well

as provided assistance to various City projects within city hall. A representative of the commission will provide a

brief update on their progress.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends the Sustainability Commission present a short update of their progress.



   

City Council Regular   2.           

Meeting Date: 03/04/2014  

Subject: MN GreenSteps City

Submitted For: Colleen Sinclair, Recycling Coordinator 

From: Colleen Sinclair, Recycling Coordinator

INTRODUCTION

The Sustainability Commission recommends the City of Coon Rapids become members of the Minnesota

GreenStep Cities program.

DISCUSSION

Minnesota GreenStep Cities is a voluntary challenge, assistance and recognition program to help cities achieve their

sustainability and quality-of-life goals. GreenStep is a free, continuous improvement program, managed by a

public-private partnership, and based upon 28 best practices. Each best practice can be implemented by completing

one or more actions at a 1, 2 or 3-star level, from a list of four to eight actions. These actions are tailored to all

Minnesota cities, focus on cost savings and energy use reduction, and encourage civic innovation. The City of

Coon Rapids has been categorized as a class "A" city based on its size and makeup of employees and properties.

Through a recent audit within city departments staff has identified 14 of the 28 steps completed. Once these steps

are recorded within the GreenSteps program, Coon Rapids will qualify for step 2 in the program.

A program overview and discussion was held at the February 18th City Council work session. Council was very

receptive to the program and recommended passing the appropriate resolution to join at the next available Council

meeting. The attached resolution starts the process for participation in the program. Also attached is a summary of

the program initiatives, along with how the City of Coon Rapids currently ranks within the various criteria.

RECOMMENDATION

The Coon Rapids Sustainability Commission recommends the Council adopt Resolution 14-39 authorizing the City

to participate in the MN GreenStep Cities Program.

Attachments

GreenStep City Coon Rapids report

GreenStep Resolution 



Minnesota GreenStep Cities:  City of Coon Rapids
http://greenstep.pca.state.mn.us

Overview:
This is a voluntary challenge, assistance and recognition program to help cities achieve their 
sustainability goals. This is a free continuous improvement program, managed by a public-private 
partnership including Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, Clean Energy Resource Teams, League of MN
Cities, Great Plains Institute and more. It is based on 28 best practices, organized into five categories. 
Each best practice can be implemented by completing one or more actions, from a list of four to eight 
actions. These actions are tailored to all Minnesota cities, focus on cost savings and energy use 
reduction, and encourage civic innovation. Cities that implement a minimum number of best practices 
will be recognized as a GreenStep City, with additional practices garnering additional recognition based 
on a three step scale. 

Requirements for Coon Rapids:
Cities are categorized into A, B or C cities depending on population, city buildings/employees, transit 
services available, location related to metropolitan area and other factors. These categories determine 
what is required to receive credit for each best practice. Coon Rapids is a Category A City.
GreenStep Cities is a three part program. Step 1 requires cities to become familiar with the program, 
conduct inventory of completed/planned best practices and discuss with city council. Then approval of a 
city council resolution to work toward GreenStep Cities recognition is required to complete Step 1. 
Step 2 will require Coon Rapids to complete 8 of the 28 best practices and Step 3 requires completing 
16 of the 28 best practices.

Current Status:
Coon Rapids already focuses on sustainability in many aspects outlined in the 28 best practices and we 
currently qualify for 14 credits based on preliminary inventory of city practices. Once a resolution is 
passed by City Council, we would likely start at Step 2 based on actions already implemented in the 
city. Some best practices are required to become a Step 3 city. Below these best practices are outline 
along with descriptions of what Coon Rapids is currently doing that would qualify for these credit. 
Credits that we do not yet qualify for are relisted at the bottom along with requirements for each credit.
*Yellow highlighted items indicate CR will receive credit for this Best Practice based on current actions.

Looking Forward:
This program provides clear goals for city-wide sustainability in various areas. We are able to track 
what areas Coon Rapids is currently doing well in and what areas we can improve in based on specific 
criteria. It will provide framework for future projects and initiatives. Currently no other city in Anoka 
County is a GreenStep City and we hope Coon Rapids can be a leader in this program. 



28 Best Practices:
* Highlighted items indicate CR will receive credit for this Best Practice based on current actions.

Building & Lighting
1. Efficient Existing Public Buildings (Required for Step 3): 

 Required but not yet complete: Must enter baseline data in MN B3 Benchmarking 
database for energy consumption in all city-owned buildings.

 Completed: Make no/low cost facility operations & maintenance changes (water 
treatment sites, light bulb changes) , implement efforts to reduce plug loads, new 
construction of building and operation & maintenance qualifies under green building 
framework (CR Ice Arena)

2. *Efficient Existing Private Buildings:
 Outreach program to reduce residential energy-water use (workshops & newsletters), 

business energy/water efficiency actions (water use monitoring), watering ordinance 
(city conservation sprinkling ban)

3. New Green Buildings: Not complete
4. *Efficient Building & Street Lighting and Signals:

 Rapid replacement of inefficient street lights, coordinated traffic signals, solar powered 
lighting (Wedgewood Trail), relamp exterior building lighting (LED now used), motion 
sensor lighting (City Hall lot)

5. *Building Reuse:
 Residential remodeling assistance program (Homes for Generations program) and 

standards for redevelopment (part of Master Plan standards)
Land Use 

6. *Comprehensive Planning & Implementation (Required for Step 3):
 Adopted Comprehensive Plan with complying regulatory ordinances and 

intergovernmental coordination for land use/watershed impacts (worked with 
watershed on infrastructure projects)

7. *Higher Density/Efficient City Growth:
 Encourage higher density housing, limit low-density development, provide incentives for 

life-cycle housing (Homes for Generations)
8. *Mixed Uses:

 Community planning for mixed use areas, city building adjacent to existing employment 
center, access to walking/biking trails and transit service (Ice Arena)

9. *Efficient Highway-Oriented Development:
 Established design goals for at least one highway (Coon Rapids Blvd 2010 study, Hwy 10 

corridor) and highway commercial zoning district for auto-oriented land uses
10. Conservation Design: Not complete

Transportation
11. Complete Green Streets (Required for Step 3): Not complete



 Required but not yet complete: Complete streets policy that also addresses street trees 
and stormwater

 Completed: Remedy complete street gaps and remedy street-trail gaps (re-development 
of trails Mississippi River Trail Bikeway, Coon Rapids Blvd)

12. *Mobility Options (Required for Step 3):
 Promote walking, biking and transit via distributing maps, documenting increased 

facilities, bus infrastructure (SHIP program), Walk/Bicycle Friendly City, expand transit 
service (Northstar)

13. *Efficient City Fleets:
 Increase efficiency of existing fleet (reorganizing mowing routes for gas/energy saving), 

right-size/ down-size city fleet, electric vehicle (battery operated athletic field stripper), 
bike use for police

14. Demand-Side Travel Planning: Not complete

Environmental Management 
15. Environmentally Preferable Purchasing (Required for Step 3): Not complete
16. * Urban Forests (Required for Step 3):

 Certified Tree City USA, Tree Trusts’ Best Practices, maximize tree planting in city, 
protect existing trees/plant resilient species

17. *Efficient Stormwater Management (Required for Step 3):
 Ordinances regarding stormwater runoff volumes, stormwater utility fees to enhance 

management, rain garden present in city (city park)
18. *Parks & Trails:

 Plan for parks in new development areas (Sunrise Pond Park), low maintenance 
turf/native landscapes (15.7 acres  native grasses), involve community in land 
stewardship projects (Adopt a Park program)

19. Surface Water Quality: Not complete
20. Efficient water & Watershed Facilities: Not complete
21. Septic Systems: Not complete
22. *Solid Waste Reduction:

 Adopt and meet reduction goals in community and internally, promote reuse in 
community, organics collection, mandate recycling from multi-unit residential buildings

23. Local Air Quality: Not complete

Economic, Community Development
24. *Benchmarks & Community Engagement (Required for Step 3):

 Committee to lead and report on GreenStep process (Sustainability Commission), 
measure and report to community regarding goals (Commission forums and outreach), 
engage community members, education outreach, block clubs/associations (National 
Night Out)

25. Green Business Development (Required for Step 3): Not complete
26. Renewable Energy: Not complete



27. Local Food: Not complete
28. Business Synergies: Not complete

Incomplete Best Practices
Receiving credit for the 14 practices outline above would qualify Coon Rapids for a Step 2 City. Looking 
forward, to become a Step 3 we would need to complete a total of 16 credits including all items 
marked as required for Step 3. Below are the practices we currently do not qualify for. 

Building & Lighting
1. Efficient Existing Public Buildings (Required for Step 3): Need to complete B3 data
3. New Green Buildings: Buildings meet/qualify for green building framework, requirements for

city buildings, assisting schools, financial support/incentives to private parties, etc. 
Land Use

10. Conservation Design: Conduct Natural Resource Inventory or Assessment, woodland best 
management practices policy, conservation design scorecard, conservation easement program

Transportation
11. Complete Green Streets (Required for Step 3): Complete streets policy that includes street trees 

and stormwater
14. Demand-Side Travel Planning: Right-size parking development, require retail services location at 

transit service sites, LEED Neighborhood Development project, etc.
Environmental Management 

15. Environmentally Preferable Purchasing (Required for Step 3): Required to adopt policy for 
purchasing EnergyStar equipment and 30% post-consumer recycled paper. Also practices 
including using renewable energy sources, local purchasing preference, requirements for 
recycled-content roadbed materials, printing services, etc.

19. Surface Water Quality: Star Lake/River designation of lake/river in city, multi-party community 
conversation regarding improved water quality, shoreline ordinance for all rivers/lake 
shorelines, revegetate shoreline, TMDL implementation, create Lake Improvement District

20. Efficient Water & Wastewater Facilities: Compare energy use/performance to peer facilities, 
motor maintenance/upgrades, budget for decreasing inflow/infiltration in sewers, create 
demand-side management program to reduce demand on water/wastewater systems

21. Septic Systems: Assistance/outreach program for voluntary landowner action, responsible 
entities of systems, sewage treatment ordinance, finance septic system upgrades programs

23. Local Air Quality: Education/financial campaign for wood burning/auto exhaust, policy or 
behavior change regarding idling, no-VOC household products, smoke free polity in multi-unit 
housing, larger business emission reduction programs, public charging stations, etc.

Economic, Community Development:
25. Green Business Development (Required for Step 3): Support green businesses through targeted 

assistance, connect them with assistance providers, promote green tourism, lower footprint of 
brownfield remediation, conduct buy local campaign, etc.

26. Renewable Energy: Solar ordinance, renewable generation, financing program for renewable 
energy, community renewable energy project, public section renewable energy, etc.



27. Local Food: Ordinances for agriculture/forest protection, local food production district, farmers 
market (coming soon), measurable increase institutional buying or local/organic/human foods

28. Business Synergies: Help businesses register for MN Materials Exchange, require items such as 
green product development/combined heat and power (CHP) generators, use eco industrial 
park tools to achieve economic/environmental benefits for industrial facilities



 RESOLUTION NO. 14-39 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF COON RAPIDS 
TO PARTICIPATE IN THE MINNESOTA GREENSTEP CITIES PROGRAM 

 
WHEREAS, Minnesota GreenStep Cities is a voluntary challenge, assistance and recognition 
 program to help cities achieve their sustainability and quality-of-life goals.  GreenStep is 
 a free,  continuous, improvement program, managed by a public-private partnership, and 
 based upon 28 best practices.  Each best practice can be implemented by completing one 
 or more actions at a 1, 2 or 3-star level, from a list of four to eight actions.  These actions 
 are tailored to all Minnesota cities, focus on cost savings and energy use reduction, and 
 encourage civic innovation; and 
 
WHEREAS, steps taken toward sustainable solutions aim to improve community quality of life, 

building community capital and increasing government efficiency, accountability and 
transparency; and  

 
WHEREAS, a broad coalition of public and private stakeholders including the League of 

Minnesota Cities, the MPCA, Office of Energy Security and CERTs responded to the 
2008 legislation by establishing the Minnesota GreenStep Cities program to provide a 
series of sustainable development best practices focusing on local government 
opportunities to reduce energy use and greenhouse gases; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Minnesota GreenStep Cities program assists in facilitating technical assistance 

for the implementation of these sustainable development best practices; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Minnesota GreenStep Cities program provides cost-effective sustainable 

development best practices in the following five categories:  (1) Buildings and Lighting; 
(2) Transportation; (3) Land Use; (4) Environmental Management; and (5) Economic and 
Community Development. 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Coon Rapids does 

hereby authorize the City of Coon Rapids (the City) to participate in the Minnesota 
GreenStep Cities program that offers free, voluntary continuous improvement 
framework. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City appoints Colleen Sinclair to serve as the City’s 

GreenStep Coordinator for best practice documentation/implementation (and, as 
appropriate, identifies the Coon Rapids Sustainability Commission as the city’s 
GreenStep coordination team); and  

    
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City will facilitate the involvement of community 

members and other units of government as appropriate the Coon Rapids Sustainability 
Commission in the planning, promoting and/or implementing of GreenStep Cities best 
practices; and  

 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Grants to the GreenStep program’s buildings 
advisor read-only access to the City’s B3 Benchmarking Database so as to facilitate 
analysis and cost-savings advice to the City regarding its buildings’ energy use; and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOVLED that the City will claim credit for having implemented and will 

work at its own pace toward implementing at least 16 GreenStep best practices that will 
result in energy use reduction, economic savings, quality of life improvement and 
reduction in the City’s greenhouse gas footprint.  An on-going summary of the City’s 
implementation of best practices will be posted on the Minnesota GreenStep Cities web 
site. 

 
 
Adopted this 4th  day of March, 2014. 

 
       
Tim Howe, Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
       
Catherine M. Sorensen, City Clerk 
 



   

City Council Regular   3.           

Meeting Date: 03/04/2014  

Subject: Consider Resolution Authorizing the Sale of Tax Forfeited Properties

From: Scott Harlicker, Planner

INTRODUCTION

The City Council is asked to consider Resolution 14-42 authorizing the sale of tax forfeited properties.

DISCUSSION

The following three tax properties properties have been approved for sale by Anoka County subject to review by

local governing bodies:

PIN #/LEGAL DESCRIPTION Address

24-31-24-13-0050

THE S1/2 OF LOTS 7 & 8 BLK 1 LIBERTY PARK,

SUBJ TO EASE OF REC

253 105th Avenue

03-30-24-22-0077

LOTS 33 & 34 BLK C RIVERVIEW HEIGHTS, SUBJ

TO EASE OF REC

8288 Mississippi

Boulevard

22-31-24-31-0060

LOT 4 BLOCK 6, ORRIN THOMPSONS RIVERVIEW

TERRACE 13TH ADD, EX RDS SUBJ TO EASE OF

RE

10441 Partridge

Street

The Community Development and Finance Departments have discussed these properties and recommend the

following:

The property at 253 105th Avenue is vacant and should be sold at auction to the highest bidder.1.

The property at 8288 Mississippi Boulevard. is vacant, only 50 feet wide and 5,800 square feet in area.

It does not meet the minimum lot width or lot area requirements. It is recommended that this property

be sold to an abutting property owner.

2.

The property at 10441 Partridge Street has a home on it and should be sold at auction to the highest

bidder. 

3.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends Council adoption of Resolution 14-42 authorizing the sale of tax forfeited properties in the

following manner:

a. Tax parcel 24-31-24-13 0050; address 253 105th Avenue sold at auction to the highest bidder.

b. Tax parcel 03-30-24-22-0077; address 8288 Mississippi Boulevard sale to abutting property owner. 

c. Tax parcel 22-31-24-31-0060; address 10441 Partridge Street sold at auction to the highest bidder. 



Attachments

Location Map 253 105th Ave

Location Map 8288 Mississippi

Location Map 10441 Partridge St

Resolution 14-42









RESOLUTION NO. 14-42

AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF A TAX FORFEIT PROPERTY

WHEREAS, the following described parcels of land (the “Property”) is located in the City of
Coon Rapids:

PIN #/LEGAL DESCRIPTION Address

24-31-24-13-0050
THE S1/2 OF LOTS 7 & 8 BLK 1 LIBERTY PARK, SUBJ TO 
EASE OF REC

253 105th Avenue

03-30-24-22-0077
LOTS 33 & 34 BLK C RIVERVIEW HEIGHTS, SUBJ TO EASE 
OF REC

8288 Mississippi Boulevard

22-31-24-31-0060
LOT 4 BLOCK 6, ORRIN THOMPSONS RIVERVIEW 
TERRACE 13TH ADD, EX RDS SUBJ TO EASE OF REC

10441 Partridge Street

WHEREAS, the Property has been forfeited to the State of Minnesota for nonpayment of taxes,
and

WHEREAS, Coon Rapids City Council finds that the Property would provide optimal use if it is
sold at an auction to the highest bidder or sold to abutting property owner.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Coon Rapids,
Minnesota, that Anoka County is hereby authorized to sell the following described tax
forfeit property.

PIN #/LEGAL DESCRIPTION Address

24-31-24-13-0050
THE S1/2 OF LOTS 7 & 8 BLK 1 LIBERTY PARK, SUBJ TO 
EASE OF REC

253 105th Avenue

03-30-24-22-0077
LOTS 33 & 34 BLK C RIVERVIEW HEIGHTS, SUBJ TO EASE 
OF REC

8288 Mississippi Boulevard

22-31-24-31-0060
LOT 4 BLOCK 6, ORRIN THOMPSONS RIVERVIEW 
TERRACE 13TH ADD, EX RDS SUBJ TO EASE OF REC

10441 Partridge Street

Adopted by the Coon Rapids, Minnesota City Council this 4th day of March, 2014.

____________________________________
Tim Howe, Mayor

ATTEST:

__________________________________
Catherine M. Sorensen, City Clerk



   

City Council Regular   4.           

Meeting Date: 03/04/2014  

Subject: Final Payment for Project 13-16, Large Bituminous Patching Repairs

Submitted For: Sharon Legg, Finance Director 

From: Dianne Nelson, Advanced Accounting Technician

INTRODUCTION

The City Engineer has recommended final payment to Omann Brothers Paving, Inc. in the amount of $24,784.67

for Project 13-16, Large Bituminous Patching Repairs.

DISCUSSION

A summary of Project 13-16, Omann Brothers Paving, Inc. is as follows:

Contract amount $124,185.00

Total additions/deletions $0.00

Final contract amount $124,185.00

Actual project cost $72,150.20

Less: previous payments by City ($47,365.53)

Amount due $24,784.67

Amount under final contract ($52,034.80)

The contract was completed during the 2013 construction season.

The actual project costs were less than the final contract amount due to less work performed than actual bid.

RECOMMENDATION

All of the above dates and amounts are reasonable and accurate according to the project file. No liquidated damages

are recommended. Staff recommends approval of final payment to Omann Brothers Paving, Inc. in the amount of

$24,784.67 for Project 13-16, Large Bituminous Patching Repairs.



   

City Council Regular   5.           

Meeting Date: 03/04/2014  

Subject: 2013 Community Development Annual Report

From: Marc Nevinski, Community

Development Director

INTRODUCTION

The 2013 Community Development Annual Report is presented to Council for its review and consideration.

DISCUSSION

The report is prepared annually and summarizes the various activities in the Community Development Department,

including planning, housing and neighborhoods, economic development and redevelopment, and building

inspections. Additionally, report summarizes the activities of the Planning Commission, Board of Adjustments and

Appeals, and the Coon Rapids Mortgage Assistance Foundation.

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the Council accept the 2013 Community Development Annual Report.

Attachments

2013 CD Annual Report



Home for Generations II was kicked off in 

May 2013. This City initiated remodeling 

assistance program offers subsidized con-

sultations with architects, building permit 

rebates and grants to homeowners planning 

large, value-added investments to their 

homes. To be eligible, projects must be 

valued at $35,000 or higher, the home must 

be owner-occupied and at least 20 years 

old, and the scope of work must include at 

least one of a number of required projects, 

including an addition; a covered front 

porch; a change to the interior layout; ma-

jor kitchen, bathroom, or basement re-

model; finishing of an unfinished basement 

or attic; adding a bathroom or converting a 

garage into livable space. Grants of up to 

$5,000 are available .   

 

A formal kick-off event was held at the 

Civic Center on May 30th, where contrac-

tors, architects and City staff were avail-

able to discuss improvement projects with 

more than 100 homeowners. During 2013, 

48 Coon Rapids homeowners submitted 

applications to the Home for Generations 
II program, 34 homeowners had consulta-

tions with architects and 11 homeowners 

signed Participation Agreements with the 

City and began—and in some cases com-

pleted—construction projects. These 11 

projects have totaled more than $700,000 

in home improvements. 

 

The initial phase of Home for Generations, 

a remodeling demonstration program, was 

recognized in 2013 as one of only 13 

“Bright Ideas” by the Innovations in 

American Government Awards Program of 

the Harvard Kennedy School - Ash Center 

for Democratic Governance and Innova-

tion. Nationwide, over 600 applications 

were submitted for consideration. 
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Development 

 
The year 2013 brought a number of private projects along 

Coon Rapids Boulevard in the Port Wellness area.  

 

The Medical Office Building along with several projects at 

Mercy Hospital were all started or completed in 2013. 

Improvements at the hospital and new tenants in the office 

building are expected to continue in 2014.  

Redevelopment 

 
The City completed Master Plans for Port Campus Square and Port Riverwalk using funds from a Brownfields Program Assessment 

Grant from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. These plans set the stage for redevelopment in both areas. The City 

completed demolition work on publicly owned property in Port Campus Square. The City continued to use the Assessment Grant for 

environmental and pre-demolition work on various properties along Coon Rapids Boulevard. 

In Port Wellness, the City 

provided tax increment financing 

assistance for a 100-unit senior 

housing complex, Autumn Glen, 

on the former Frank’s Nursery 

site on Coon Rapids Boulevard 

near Round Lake Boulevard. The 

City’s Brownfields Assessment 

Grant assisted with environmental 

assessment and pre-demolition 

work at this site. 

North Suburban Eye Specialists opened in July 2013.   

The Medical Office Building is 

connected to the Mercy Hospi-

tal by a skyway over Coon Rap-

ids Boulevard. 

Autumn Glen Senior Housing Complex 
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Building Inspections 

In 2014, the Inspections Division will be redeveloping its Disaster Preparedness Plan. The updating of emergency contact informa-

tion, public pamphlets, and the gathering of must-have materials has already begun. All of these items will be duplicated and kept in 

two separate buildings in the City for quick access after a natural disaster strikes. Coordination with Police, Fire and other first re-

sponders is also being evaluated to better facilitate the flow of information through the chain of command. The updates are expected 

to take most of the year with some tabletop exercises to help staff gain a sense of the process. 

Medical Office Building - Shell $13,400,000 

Autumn Glen Senior Living $9,462,164 

Medical Office Building - Skyway $2,900,000 

Chick-fil-A $1,454,795 

Sentrum Corner - Shell, Building 1 $1,050,000 

North Suburban Eye Specialists $823,676 

Sentrun Corner - Shell, Panera Bread $750,000 

Gateway Commons - Shell $550,000 

Anoka County Sheriff Gun Range $300,000 

Bunker Hills Training Structure $240,000 

Major Projects in 2013 

Number of Permits Issued 2012 2013 

Comm/Ind  - New 8 11 

Comm/Ind - Remodel/Add 122 99 

Single-family - New 9 15 

Single-family - Remodel/Add 240 287 

Townhouse Detached - New 24 0 

Townhouse Attached - New 0 0 

Water Restoration/Vacant Property 310 234 

Number of Permits Issued by Type 2012 2013 

Building 2,509 2,230 

Electrical 1,631 1,738 

Mechanical 1,048 1,091 

Plumbing 1,330 1,377 

Sewer & Water 60 52 

Signs 180 124 

Inspections Completed by Type 2012 2013 

Building 9,067 7,835 

Electrical 2,406 2,593 

Mechanical 1,631 1,751 

Plumbing/Sewer & Water 1,863 2,528 

User-defined 376 219 

Key Numbers 2012 2013 

Total Inspections 15,348 14,939 

Total Project Valuation $90,919,244 $144,615,295 

Total Permit &  

     Plan Review Fees 

$1,077,021 $1,216,024 

Medical Office Building 
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During 2013, the Planning Commission considered 29 planning cases during 11 regularly scheduled Commission meetings. The 
Commission also conducted a work session to discuss changes to the City’s Land Use Regulations Chapter of City Code. 

 

The Commission’s development review included the 
consideration of ten site plans. The site plans 
included a freight terminal, the Medical Office 
Building, Sentrum Corner—the redevelopment of 
the Sterling Bank site, McDonald’s restaurant, 
O’Reilly Auto Parts, and the Mercy Hospital Mother 
Baby Center addition. The Commission also 
considered two conditional use permits, three plats, 
one lot split, three City Code amendments, three 
zoning amendments, four comprehensive plan 
amendments and three Planned Unit Development 
amendments.  

 

See the appendix for a complete 2013 Planning 
Commission report. 

Board of Adjustment and Appeals 

The Board of Adjustment and Appeals is made up of five community volunteer members who are appointed by the City Council. 
The Board’s functions are to conduct hearings and decide variances from the terms of the zoning and building maintenance codes; 
consider and decide appeals from decisions made by the Building Official and the Zoning Administrator and, for the purpose of such 
decisions, to interpret, construe and decide meanings of the zoning and building codes and to perform other duties prescribed by City 
Code or Minnesota Statutes. Under these other duties, the Board of Adjustment and Appeals hears appeals to the decisions of the 
City’s Hearing Examiner in the City’s Administrative Citation and Penalties process and, beginning in 2010, the Board has been 
tasked with hearing objections of contested miscellaneous assessments and providing recommendations to the City Council on those 
assessments. 
 
During 2013, the Board considered 18 cases during three regularly scheduled Board meetings, including 16 miscellaneous 
assessment hearings and two variances from the City’s Land Use Regulations. The Board denied a reduced side yard setback for a 
residential swimming pool – a decision overturned by the City Council upon appeal.  A second setback variance for a residential 
structure was granted by the Board. With one exception, the Board’s recommendations in all assessment objection hearings were  
adopted by the City Council. That exception included a pending assessment that was paid by the property owner prior to the 
assessment being adopted by Council. 
 
In 2012, an appeal of a decision made by the City’s Hearing Examiner regarding an Administrative Citation was upheld by the Board 
of Adjustment and Appeals. The decision of the Board was appealed by the petitioner to the State of Minnesota Court of Appeals. In 
an unpublished opinion issued on September 30, 2013, the Court of Appeals affirmed the decision of the Board of Adjustment and 
Appeals, and on December 17, 2013, the City received notice of the Minnesota Supreme Court Order denying the Petition for further 
review of the case. With that Order, the Court of Appeals decision stands. 
 

See the appendix for the complete 2013 Board of Adjustment and Appeal hearing schedule. 
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Business Development 

Networking 

 
In April, the City hosted the Manufacturers’ 
Roundtable Breakfast, a networking opportunity 
in cooperation with Anoka-Ramsey Community 
College. In June, the City hosted the Bankers’ 
Breakfast. 

The City began a partnership with the Anoka 
Area Chamber of Commerce to host periodic 
events for manufacturing businesses. 

In partnership with Anoka-Ramsey Community 
College, the City hosted an event in conjunction 
with Manufacturing Week in October to introduce 
students to careers in manufacturing. 

Early in the year, the City completed a Business 
Retention and Expansion study in partnership 
with the University of Minnesota Extension. The 
project involved local volunteers visiting busi-
nesses to gather information about specific oppor-
tunity areas and issues facing the Coon Rapids 
business community. 

Marketing 

 

Staff once again attended the Minnesota Commercial Associa-
tion of Realtors (MNCAR) exposition to market the City of 
Coon Rapids and its development and redevelopment sites to 
commercial real estate brokers around the metro area. 

The City became a 2013 Sponsor of MNCAR, which provided 
increased exposure for Coon Rapids throughout the year. 

Coon Rapids joined Positively Minnesota, a marketing consor-
tium comprised of cities and regions throughout the state that 
provides communities cost-effective marketing opportunities. 

The City exhibited at the Minnesota Medical Device and 
Manufacturing show and participated in a national site selector 
panel visit to Minnesota. 

Staff established relationships with several key business re-
cruiters at GreaterMSP. 

The City continued publication of a semi-annual “Business 
Update” newsletter, which is mailed to all businesses in the 
City. 

Finance &  
Business Development 
 
The City established a commercial revolving loan fund of ap-
proximately $350,000 to be administered by the Central Min-
nesota Development Company. To date, the loan fund has pro-
vided financing for one project—renovation of a former restau-
rant building on Northdale Boulevard as a new home to 
Simonson’s Salon and Spa. 

The City began participating in the Open to Business program 
of the Metropolitan Consortium of Community Developers.  
Open to Business provides technical assistance to existing and 
aspiring business owners, as well as financial resources for 
businesses that may not qualify for conventional financing. 
Over 20 Coon Rapids businesses and individuals utilized Open 
to Business in 2013. 

Two Coon Rapids businesses participated in the Anoka County 
Economic Gardening program – Barna, Guzy & Steffen, Ltd. 
and ProSource Technologies, Inc. 
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Remodeling Advisor Visits 
 

The City contracts with the Center for Energy and Environment 

(CEE) to provide Remodeling Advisor Visits (RAV) to Coon 

Rapids homeowners. They are a required component of the 

rehabilitation loan products offered through the Coon Rapids 

Mortgage Assistance Foundation loan programs and the visits 

are paid for through program funds. In addition, the City’s 

Housing and Redevelopment Authority provides funds to make 

this service available to all 

Coon Rapids homeowners 

and participants in the new 

Home for Generations II 

remodeling program are 

encouraged to use this 

service. The RAV services 

provide assistance to home-

owners in identifying and 

prioritizing improvements, 

providing objective re-

modeling advice and assis-

tance with the collection 

and evaluation of project 

bids.  This is a free service 

to all homeowners. In 2013, 

76 RAV services  were 

performed by CEE 

construction professionals 

for Coon Rapids homeowners. 

 

The City participated in the fifteenth annual home improvement trade show hosted by the cities of 

Coon Rapids, Andover and Anoka, and the Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce, on March 23, 

2013. The County of Anoka joined as a co-host in 2013. For the seventh year, the show was held at 

the Andover YMCA Community Center. Staff 

organizers brought back the popular 

BOB 106.1FM live radio broadcast in 2013.  

The Home Depot sponsored a well attended 

hands-on power tool demonstration while 

Lowe’s Home Improvements continued spon-

sorship of the ever popular Kid’s Workshop. 

Local Cub Scout Pack 609 provided assistance 

with the Kid’s Workshop and with collecting 

and delivering donations for the show’s March 

is Minnesota Food Share Month food drive. In 

2013, approximately 1,300 residents from the 

surrounding north metro area attended. We con-

tinue to find, through an attendance day survey, 

that a high number of people attending the show 

are Coon Rapids residents. 

Community Development Block 
Grant Program 
 
Title 1 of the Housing and Community Development Act of 

1974 provides for a program of Community Development 

Block Grants (CDBG). The program is administered by the 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). 

Although the City qualifies as a metropolitan city entitlement 

under the block grant, it has elected to receive funds together 

with Anoka County through a Joint Request to HUD. 

 

The federal CDBG program year 2012 was closed on 

December 31, 2013. Through the Joint Request to HUD, the 

City receives an annual grant in an amount determined by the 

formula allocation established by HUD. A Joint Cooperation 

Agreement with Anoka County provides for retention of funds 

by the county for program administration and county-wide 

public service programs. The 2012 entitlement grant of 

$281,602 provided a modest increase of 3.64 percent over  

2011. The grant included $42,240 for county program 

administration and a like amount for public services. The 

remaining $197,122, plus $41,278 in program income, was 

allocated to the City’s Housing Rehabilitation Loan Program 

providing home rehabilitation and energy conversation loans 

for ten residential units occupied by low- and moderate-

income households earning not more than 80 percent of area 

median income ($83,900 in federal FY 2012, $82,300 in 

2013). 
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Housing Preservation and Rehabilitation (cont.) 

The Coon Rapids Mortgage Assistance 

Foundation (CRMAF) established a 

housing loan program in 2005 offering 

Coon Rapids residents several home 

improvement loan options. These prod-

ucts include the Home Improvement 

Incentive Loan fund providing revolv-

ing loans for maintenance and value-

added improvements to single- and two-

family structures and 

interior work on com-

mon interest commu-

nity properties; the 

Home Rehabilitation 

Assistance Loan fund 

providing low-interest 

loans for necessary 

repairs or improve-

ments for borrowers 

earning not more than 

110 percent of area 

median income; the 

Two-family Home 

Rehabilitation Loan 

fund providing fund-

ing for the exterior 

maintenance of two-

family dwellings un-

der guidelines that 

require the work be 

undertaken to ensure 

the exteriors of both units remain com-

patible and the Emergency Home Re-

pair loan fund for homeowners facing 

emergency repair needs but who are 

unable to access other funding sources. 

Interest rates and payment options can 

vary by borrower income and program 

fund. 

A fifth loan fund was added in 2013 to 

complement the Home for Generations 

II residential remodeling incentive pro-

gram. This fund provides low, fixed-

interest rate loans of up to $50,000 for 

participants in this program. The Coon 

Rapids Mortgage Assistance Founda-

tion has provided grants totalling 

$12,500 to underwrite the cost to home-

owners for the architectural consulta-

tions required by this program. 

In 2013, the CRMAF housing program 

provided $169,997 in loan funds to 

seven homeowners accessing each of 

the loan programs with the exception 

of the Emergency Home Repair fund. 

The total dollar volume and number of 

CRMAF loans increased over 2012 

activity, reversing a three year decline 

in the ending activity of this program.  

Additionally, efforts undertaken with 

CRMAF loan programs helped lever-

age nearly $100,000 in residential in-

vestments through the program admin-

istrator, the Center for Energy and En-

vironment (CEE). While the program 

administrator attempts to first place a 

borrower into a CRMAF loan, guide-

lines sometimes restrict access. For 

example, the loan to value limit for 

CRMAF loans is 100 percent whereas 

Minnesota Housing permits 110 per-

cent. Also, Minnesota Housing offers 

unsecured home improvement loans 

while CRMAF does not. If the home-

owner is unable to access CRMAF 

funds, CEE works with the homeowner 

to secure other funding. 

 

The ReGenerations Down Payment 

Assistance Program was established in 

November 2009 with CRMAF program 

funds to provide down payment assis-

tance loans for housing purchases using 

the FHA Section 203(k) mortgage 

product. This product permits the pur-

chaser to roll the purchase price plus 

rehabilitation costs into a single mort-

gage. The ReGen-

erations Program 

provides up to 

$6,000 in down 

payment assistance 

while requiring a 

minimum of 

$10,000 in rehab or 

remodeling invest-

ment in the prop-

erty. There are no 

program limits im-

posed on the bor-

rower’s income or 

the purchase price, 

however, there are 

FHA mortgage lim-

its under the 203(k) 

program. The down 

payment assistance 

loan may be for-

given after ten 

years. Three loans closed under this 

program in 2013 providing $14,474 in 

down payment assistance that lever-

aged $45,639 in rehabilitation invest-

ments to the properties. Two of the 

properties purchased in 2013 were pre-

viously foreclosed residential proper-

ties; the third property was purchased 

through a traditional sale. As of the 

close of 2013, 21 ReGenerations down 

payment assistance loans have been 

issued representing nearly $400,950 in 

rehabilitation to properties with sales 

totaling $2,953,488. Of these 21 sales, 

17 have returned vacant, foreclosed 

properties to homeowner occupancy. 

Coon Rapids Mortgage Assistance Foundation 

 



Neighborhood Reinvestment 
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Vacant Properties 

 

The City of Coon Rapids currently monitors a total of 428 vacant properties— the lowest level in the past six years. Coon Rapids 

had 800+ vacant properties during the foreclosure crisis. The City’s vacant housing stock is dwindling and sales prices are 

increasing. In 2013, foreclosures declined for the third year in a row. When homes become vacant, they are vulnerable to a variety of 

issues such as vandalism, freezing pipes, flooding, squatting, and other property neglect like unmowed lawns.  

 

The Water Ordinance has allowed the City to shut off water at vacant properties and has been an extremely effective tool to protect 

the homes. Owners, realtors and mortgage companies continue to have the option of signing a waiver to keep water on at these 

properties as long as they do so within two weeks of the property being posted for water shut off and that the property continues to 

be heated. In 2013, 156 requests for waivers were submitted and 115 were approved to keep water on. Those denied were done so 

because gas and/or electricity was disconnected, the water had been off for longer than the two week grace period or there were 

known building code deficiencies. In 2013, the Water Restoration inspection became the Vacant Property inspection in an effort to further 

improve the understanding of this program.   

Summer in the City Neighborhood Events 

 

The Summer in the City events in the parks continued to be very well 

received and a great alternative to holding more traditional, indoor 

meetings. Five Summer in the City neighborhood meetings were 

hosted—one in each of the City’s five Wards. Each meeting had up to 

100 people in attendance.  

Rental Licensing 

 

This ordinance requires a great amount of staff time 

but is extremely successful in identifying and 

monitoring the City’s growing rental housing stock.  

In 2013, there were 1,506 rental licenses renewed in 

Coon Rapids (up from 1,330 in 2012) and an 

additional 298 new rental licenses issued (up from 

262 in 2012)—223 of these properties had been 

converted from owner-occupied to rental.   
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Excessive Storage Homes 

 

Housing Inspectors identified and worked with 24 households with 

excessive storage issues in their home in 2013 (up from 15 in 2012).  

Coon Rapids is proactively collaborating with the Police and Fire 

Departments, as well as Anoka County and the many local service 

organizations available to residents, to get these properties cleaned up 

and into compliance. In these situations, staff works very closely to 

ensure that, not only do the properties get cleaned up, but that the 

individuals living in these homes are being connected to the resources 

needed to continue living in a safe and healthy environment. 

 

Coon Rapids continues to be a leader throughout the State of 

Minnesota regarding experience and knowledge in how to manage 

and clean up garbage-clutter-hoarding homes. Housing Inspector Leya 

Drabczak continues to travel and train other government entities and 

service organizations in this capacity. She made eight such 

presentations in 2013.  

Neighborhood Reinvestment (cont.) 

Weeds, Maintenance, Code Enforcement 

 

In 2013, the City initiated 2,366 (fairly consistent with 2,548 in 

2012) new code enforcement work orders and investigated each 

of them. 

 

The Administrative Penalties Ordinance is a tool to give prop-

erty owners financial incentive to resolve the violation on their 

own in a timely manner. The Administrative Citation for a first 

offense is $300, $600 for a second offense, and so on, doubling 

at each offense. In 2013, the City issued a total of 1,548 Admin-

istrative Citations, including those for long grass.  This volume 

is down a little from 2012 levels. 

 

Of the citations issued, the City abated 178 properties of junk 

and debris in the yard, which is about 50 percent more than the 

number of abatements performed in 2012. 

 

In 2013, the City inspected 865 properties and posted 720 properties for grass longer than eight inches tall. Of those, 109 had to be 

abated by the City’s mowing crew. The City continues to perform these mowing abatements in-house. 

Creekside Mobile Home Park 

 

The Neighborhood Reinvestment Division decided that special attention was needed in the Creekside Mobile Home Park in 2013.  

Neighborhood Reinvestment, Police, Fire, Community Development, Building Inspections, Legal, Utility Billing and Public Works 

all worked together to do comprehensive inspections of the 278 homes in this community. Meetings were held with the park owners, 

manager and attorney, and letters were sent to the residents informing them of the inspections and what to expect. Violations of 

building, nuisance, rental licensing and fire codes were identified and City staff worked with all parties to gain compliance, including 

a proposed rewriting of the Planned Unit Development for the community. City staff will continue to work in Creekside throughout 

2014. 

426
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The Scattered Site Acquisition (SSA) program is intended to remove blighted or 

substandard structures and replace them with high-quality homes. In 2013, the 

HRA acquired a property at 1607 103rd Avenue for redevelopment. It also ac-

quired blighted single-family properties at 2208 115th Avenue, 2285 Main Street 

and 2335 Main Street, all of which will be incorporated into adjacent parkland. 

The HRA sold a lot at 10223 Hanson Boulevard for construction of a new house. 

The HRA also provided demolition funding to Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity 

for redevelopment of a single-family property at 10121 Quince Street. 

For a full, detailed report of 

the City of Coon Rapids 

Community Development  

Annual Report, please contact 

763-767-6430. 

11155 Robinson Dr NW 

Coon Rapids, MN 55433 

763-767-6430 Department 

763-755-2880 Main 

Scattered Site Acquisition 

Transit-Oriented Development 

The City was awarded a $40,000 Livable Communities Transit-Oriented Devel-

opment grant for pre-development activities near the Foley Boulevard Park-and-

Ride. The City will use the grant funds for land use and infrastructure planning 

near the transit station to prepare the area for redevelopment and improve access 

to the station. 

Page 10 Coon Rapids, Minnesota 



   

City Council Regular   6.           

Meeting Date: 03/04/2014  

Subject: Temporary On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License to Conduct Wine Tasting for Faith Lutheran

Church of Coon Rapids

From: Vincent Vu, Management

Analyst/Deputy Clerk

INTRODUCTION

George Dahlman, on behalf of Faith Lutheran Church of Coon Rapids, 11115 Hanson Blvd, has applied for a

temporary on-sale intoxicating liquor license to conduct a wine tasting on Friday, April 25th, 2014, from 6:00 - 8:30

PM. 

DISCUSSION

The appropriate fees have been paid, the police department is conducting a background investigation, and the

Certificate of Insurance for liquor liability is on file. The on-sale intoxicating liquor license to conduct wine tasting

will be valid from 6:00 - 8:30 PM on Friday, April 25th, 2014.

RECOMMENDATION

Council approval of a temporary on-sale intoxicating liquor license to conduct a wine tasting for Faith Lutheran

Church of Coon Rapids, 11115 Hanson Blvd, from 6:00 - 8:30 PM on Friday, April 25th, 2014 contingent upon a

successful background investigation.



   

City Council Regular   7.           

Meeting Date: 03/04/2014  

Subject: Arts Commission Appointments

From: Vincent Vu, Management

Analyst/Deputy Clerk

INTRODUCTION

The Arts Commission recommends the appointment of two new members to the Commission.

DISCUSSION

Cheryl Alberts and Donna Carson have submitted applications for the Arts Commission and have attended the

January 21, 2014 and February 19, 2014 Arts Commission meetings. After discussion with the applicants, the Arts

Commission recommends Ms. Alberts and Ms. Carson's appointment to the Arts Commission with a term expiring

December 31, 2016.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends Council adopt Resolution 14-38 appointing Cheryl Alberts and Donna Carson to the Arts

Commission with terms to expire on December 31, 2016.

Attachments

Resolution 14-38

Donna Carson Commission Application

Cheryl Alberts Commission Application



RESOLUTION NO. 14-38 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE APPOINTMENT OF  
TWO MEMBERS TO THE ARTS COMMISSION 

 
 
 

WHEREAS,  vacancies currently exist on the Arts Commission; and 
 

WHEREAS,  two individuals have expressed interest in the Arts Commission; and 
 

WHEREAS,   the Commission recommends appointing Donna Carson and Cheryl Alberts to 
the Arts Commission; 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Donna Carson and Cheryl Alberts be 
appointed to the Arts Commission for a current three-year term to expire on December 31, 
2016. 
 
Adopted this 4th day of March, 2014, by the Coon Rapids City Council. 
 
 
 
        ___________________________ 
        Tim Howe, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
________________________________ 
Catherine M. Sorensen, City Clerk 











   

City Council Regular   8.           

Meeting Date: 03/04/2014  

Subject: Accept Right of Entry Agreement from McDonalds USA, LLC for their Northdale

Boulevard/Hanson Boulevard Location

From: Tim Himmer, Public Works Director 

INTRODUCTION

Staff is requesting that the City Council accept the attached right of entry agreement from McDonalds USA, LLC

for their Northdale Blvd/Hanson Blvd location.

DISCUSSION

McDonalds USA, LLC received site plan and final plat approval last fall for the construction of a new store located

within the Gateway Commerce Center 2nd Addition, located on the southwest corner of Northdale Blvd and

Hanson Blvd. Since the Gateway Commerce Center was initially set up as a private development this right of entry

agreement allows the City to enter the McDonalds property to exercise the hydrant valves and flush the system. As

previously stated the utility system within the site is considered private and they will continue to own and maintain

it; this right of access just gives the City the ability to ensure appropriate fire protection.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the City Council accept the attached right of entry agreement from McDonalds for their

Northdale Blvd/Hanson Blvd location.

BUDGET IMPACT:

The right of entry agreement is being dedicated at no cost to the City.  Exercising of valves and flushing of the

hydrants will occur with other similar activities as planned and scheduled by Public Works staff.

Attachments

Right of Entry Agreement









   

City Council Regular   9.           

Meeting Date: 03/04/2014  

Subject: New Gambling Premise Permit for Coon Rapids Lions Club at Coon Rapids Liquor

From: Vincent Vu, Management

Analyst/Deputy Clerk

INTRODUCTION

The Office of the City Clerk has received a Lawful Gambling Premises Permit application from Lori Anderson, on

behalf of the Coon Rapids Lions Club, for Coon Rapids Liquor. This would allow charitable gambling to be

conducted on the premises. Council is asked to adopt a resolution for issuance of a Premises Permit for the Coon

Rapids Lions Club to conduct pull tabs with a dispensing device at 11239 Foley Blvd.

DISCUSSION

The Coon Rapids Lions Club has obtained a signed lease agreement with Coon Rapids Liquor to conduct charitable

gambling at their location at 11239 Foley Blvd. Pull-tab dispensing devices are permitted at establishments

licensed for off-sale intoxicating liquor under state statute 349.1721, subdivision 3.

The Coon Rapids Lions Club currently has three other sites at Classic Bowl, 11707 Round Lake Blvd., The Harvest

Grill at Bunker Hills, 12800 Bunker Prairie Road, and MGM Liquor Warehouse, 2929 Coon Rapids Blvd. By

obtaining Coon Rapids Liquor, the Coon Rapids Lions Club would have four out of allowed five locations - two of

which being pull-tab dispensing devices.

The Coon Rapids Lions Club is requesting approval of a gambling premise permit. State Charitable Gambling law

requires premises permits for gambling activities be approved or denied by the City Council.

RECOMMENDATION

Council is requested to adopt Resolution 14-43 Concurring with Issuance of a Gambling Premises Permit for Coon

Rapids Lions Club at Coon Rapids Liquor, 11239 Foley Blvd.

Attachments

Gambling Location Listing 2/28/14

Resolution 14-43



February 28, 2014 
COON RAPIDS GAMBLING LICENSES 

ORGANIZATION LOCATION(S) ADDRESS(ES) TYPE 

AMERICAN LEGION POST #334 

American Legion Post #334 11640 Crooked Lake Boulevard  
   
   
  EPT 
  EPT 

COON RAPIDS LION'S CLUB 

Classic Bowl 11707 Round Lake Boulevard  
The Harvest Grill 12800 Bunker Prairie Road  

   
MGM Liquor Warehouse 2929 Coon Rapids Blvd EPT 

(Coon Rapids Liquor) (11239 Foley Blvd) EPT 

COON RAPIDS MAT BANDITS 
WRESTLING CLUB 

Scoop’s Pub 482 Northdale Boulevard  
Shortstop 421 Northdale Boulevard  
Lindee’s 3395 Coon Rapids Boulevard  

  EPT 
  EPT 

COON RAPIDS NATIONAL LITTLE 
LEAGUE 

The Well 35 Coon Rapids Boulevard  
Willy’s 2501 Coon Rapids Boulevard  

   
  EPT 
  EPT 

COON RAPIDS YOUTH HOCKEY 
ASSOCIATION 

Broadway Pizza 3420 129th Avenue NW  
Carbone’s/CR Billiards 8525 Cottonwood Street  

   
  EPT 
  EPT 

COON RAPIDS VFW POST #9625 

VFW Post #9625 1919 Coon Rapids Boulevard  
   
   
  EPT 
  EPT 

 

EPT =  ELECTRONIC PULL-TAB (     ) = PROPOSED 



RESOLUTION 14-43

RESOLUTION CONCURRING WITH ISSUANCE 
OF A GAMBLING PREMISES PERMIT FOR 

COON RAPIDS LIONS CLUB AT
COON RAPIDS LIQUOR, 11239 FOLEY BOULEVARD

WHEREAS, the Coon Rapids City Council has received an application for issuance of a 
Gambling Premises Permit from Coon Rapids Lions Club at Coon Rapids Liquor, 11239 
Foley Boulevard; and

WHEREAS, Minnesota State Gambling Control Division requires the local governing body 
approve or deny the premises permit by adopting a resolution stating such facts; and

WHEREAS, the resolution must be submitted to the Gambling Control Division and must be 
valid for a two-year license period; and

WHEREAS, the Coon Rapids City Council has adopted City Code Section 5-2000 which states 
additional provisions that apply to the issuance of gambling licenses; and

WHEREAS, the Coon Rapids Lions Club meets the criteria established within the City Code.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Coon Rapids, 
Minnesota hereby concurs with the issuance of a Gambling Premises Permit for Coon 
Rapids Lions Club at Coon Rapids Liquor, 11239 Foley Boulevard, Coon Rapids. 

Adopted by the Coon Rapids City Council this 4th day of March, 2014.

_______________________________
Tim Howe, Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________
Cathy Sorensen, City Clerk



   

City Council Regular   10.           

Meeting Date: 03/04/2014  

Subject: Solicitor License Denial Appeal

From: Cathy Sorensen, City Clerk

INTRODUCTION

The office of the City Clerk, upon recommendation by the Police Department, has denied Mr. Einbinder's request

for a solicitor license for the business of The Window Store Home Improvements located at 2924 Anthony Ln, St.

Anthony, MN 55418. Mr. Einbinder is appealing staff's denial. This item was rescheduled at the applicant's request

from the February 18, 2014, meeting.

DISCUSSION

Mr. Einbinder had applied for a solicitor license on January 29, 2014. After forwarding the application to the Police

Department, a criminal history check revealed an arrest for simple robbery as well as a guilty plea to a lessor charge

of assault (see attached police report). Mr. Einbinder failed to list these offenses on his application. The Police

Department recommended denial of the license for Mr. Einbinder on January 30, 2014 due to this omission, as well

as the nature of the charges. A written notice informing Mr. Einbinder of his denial was sent to his home address on

February 3, 2014.

City Code 5-1508 (4)(a) and 5-1508 (4)(d) allow for solicitor licenses to be denied based on the following factors:

(a) The applicant, or anyone whose activity would be covered by the license, has been convicted of a felony or any

crime involving moral turpitude within the 10 years preceding the date of the application

(d) The applicant has provided false information on the application

Mr. Einbinder has previously received a solicitor license from the City of Coon Rapids (#13-161) valid for the time

period March 19 - September 19. The arrest for simple robbery occurred during this time period in Minneapolis. 

Mr. Einbinder submitted a written appeal to City Staff's decision on February 11, 2014 and is before Council to

discuss the appeal.

RECOMMENDATION

It is requested that the City Council affirm the denial of the solicitor license to Joseph Einbinder for the business of

The Window Store Home Improvements located at 2924 Anthony Ln, St. Anthony, MN 55418.

Attachments

JEinbinder Police Report
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Meeting Date: 03/04/2014  

Subject: PC 13-32 Preliminary and Final Plat Tylers Cove, 127th Avenue, Terry and Jeanette Balfany 

From: Scott Harlicker, Planner

INTRODUCTION

The applicant is requesting preliminary and final plat approval for Tyler Cove, a two lot single family residential

plat. The proposal includes request for a variance to the 80 foot minimum lot width requirement to allow a lot width

of 78 feet.

DISCUSSION

The applicant is proposing to plat two lots on the east end of 127th Avenue. 127th Avenue at this location is a cul

de sac east of Shenandoah Boulevard; the proposed lots are located at the end of the cul de sac. The area to be

platted is part of a larger 39 acre parcel owned by the applicant. The property is currently used by the applicant as

their residence and a sod farm. The remainder of the larger parcel will continue to be used as a residence and sod

farm.

Lot Layout

The proposed lots comply with the lot depth and lot area requirements of the LDR2 zoning district. However, a

variance is requested to the lot width requirement. Lot 1 is 13,342 square feet and Lot 2 is 12,887 square feet. Both

lots have 47 feet of frontage on 127th Avenue and are 128 feet deep. The lot width measured at the front setback

line is 78.36 feet for both lots, 80 feet is the minimum lot width requirement. The variance analysis is discussed

below.

Grading, Drainage and Utilities

The property has been rough graded. Final grading will be approved at the time of building permit. Utilities are

available in 127th Avenue. There is a 20 foot wide drainage and utility easement across the north property line of

Lot 1; typical five and 10 foot easements are located along the other property lines.

Park Dedication

Park dedication in the amount of $4,000 ($2,000 per lot) is required prior to releasing the plat for recording.

Variance

The proposed plat requires a variance to the lot width requirement. The minimum lot width requirement, measured

at the 35 foot front setback, is 80 feet. The applicant is proposing 78.36 feet. A 1.64 foot variance is required to the

minimum 80 foot lot width. The parcels are confined by existing lots so that no additional land is available to meet

the minimum lot width requirement.

The Subdivision Regulations permit the granting of variances (Coon Rapids Code 11-1504.7). The variances can be

granted provided the following are met:



Planning Commission Meeting

At the Planning Commission meeting held on February 20th one resident spoke at the public hearing; he spoke in

favor of the proposed subdivision. The Commission voted unanimously to recommend approval of the proposed

plat.

Criteria for Granting a Variance Criteria Satisfied?

The intent of this Chapter is met Yes - The granting of the variance will

allow the orderly subdivision of the

property.

The granting of the variance will not be detrimental to the public

safety, health or welfare, or injurious to other property or

improvements in the neighborhood in which the property is located

Yes - The granting of this variance will not

be detrimental to the public or

neighborhood.

The conditions upon which the request for a variance is based are

unique to the property for which the variance is sought and are

generally not applicable to other property

Yes - The property is bounded on two sides

by existing lots that prohibit the proposed

lots from complying with the minimum lot

width requirement.

The literal interpretation of the provisions of this Chapter would

deprive the applicant of rights commonly enjoyed by other

properties in the same zoning district

Yes - The adjacent lot to the north does not

meet the lot width requirement. 

The special conditions and circumstances do not result from the

actions of the applicant

Yes - the special condition is a result of

how the the adjacent lots were platted.

Because of the particular natural surroundings, shape, or

topographical conditions of the specific property involved, unusual

hardship to the owner would result, as distinguished from a mere

inconvenience, if the strict letter of these regulations were carried out

Yes - without the variance the the lots can

not be platted in an efficient manner.

RECOMMENDATION

In Planning Case 13-31, the City Council approve the preliminary and final plat and lot width variance for Tyler's

Cove with the following conditions: 

All comments of the City Engineer be addressed.1.

Park dedication in the amount of $4,000 be paid prior to releasing the plat for recording.2.

One street tree per lot be planted prior to the issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy.3.

Attachments

Location Map

Survey of Entire Balfany Parcel

Preliminary Plat

Grading Plan

Final Plat
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City Council Regular   12.           

Meeting Date: 03/04/2014  

Subject: PC 14-02 Registered Land Survey, 87th Avenue and Evergreen Boulevard, Amcon 

From: Scott Harlicker, Planner

INTRODUCTION

The applicant is requesting approval of a Registered Land Survey (RLS) to subdivide a 23-acre parcel into two lots.

Tract A will be 16.44 acres and Tract B is 6.63 acres.

DISCUSSION

The applicant is proposing to subdivide the parcel into two lots. The subdivision is being requested in conjunction

with a site plan for a freight terminal and a warehouse. The Planning Commission reviewed the site plan at their

February 20th meeting. They approved the site plan with conditions.

The subdivision will allow the warehouse to be placed on a separate lot from the freight terminal. Both parcels

comply with the dimensional requirements of the Industrial District. The proposed site plan locates the buildings so

that they meet the setback requirements on both lots. Grading, drainage and utilities are being considered as part of

the site plan review process. Park dedication will be paid prior to the issuance of a building permit.

Planning Commission Meeting

At the Planning Commission meeting held on February 20th no one spoke at the public hearing. The Commission

voted unanimously to recommend approval of the RLS. 

RECOMMENDATION

In Planning Case 14-2, the City Council approve the Registered Land Survey with the following conditions: 

All comments of the City Engineer be addressed.1.

Cross access easement be provided over the two parcels.2.

Attachments

Location Map

Registered Land Survey







   

City Council Regular   13.           

Meeting Date: 03/04/2014  

Subject: PC 13-32, Site Plan Amendment to Allow Design Flexibility for a Monument Sign, 11850

Blackfoot St, Frauenshuh 

From: Scott Harlicker, Planner

INTRODUCTION

The applicant is requesting an amendment to the approved site plan for a 123,000-square foot office building. The

amendment includes a request for design flexibility to allow a monument sign that exceeds the maximum height

and square footage requirements.

DISCUSSION

The applicant is requesting design flexibility to allow a monument sign that exceeds the maximum height and

square footage requirements. The maximum height allowed is 10 feet, the applicant is proposing a 12 foot high

sign. The maximum size is 100 square fee, the applicant is proposing 252 square feet. The proposed sign will be 21

feet wide; there is no maximum width requirement. The proposed sign complies with the setback requirement from

Coon Rapids Boulevard.

The applicant is requesting design flexibility under section 11-1003.16. Design flexibility may be approved

provided the applicant demonstrates an alternative approach to meeting the design standards is necessary to respond

to site conditions, will result in better integration of uses or additional public amenities, and will further the intent

of this Section.

Because of the number of tenants, the applicant is requesting a larger sign so that the lettering is legible. In addition,

because of the proximity of Mercy Medical Center and Mercy Hospital, a legible sign is needed to direct traffic to

the correct location and better integrate the uses of the two buildings. The sign will be monument style and located

in a grove of oak trees at the intersection of Blackfoot Street and Coon Rapids Boulevard. The existing trees and

proposed landscaping will offset any potential harmful affects of the larger sign.

Planning Commission Meeting

At the Planning Commission meeting held on February 20th no one spoke at the public hearing. The Commission

voted unanimously to recommend approval of the proposed sign.

RECOMMENDATION

In Planning Case 13-32 the City Council approve the request for design flexibility to allow a 12-foot tall,

252-square foot monument sign based on the following findings:

The applicant demonstrated that the modification is necessary to respond to site conditions. The large

building and number of tenants creates the need for the larger sign to ensure that the lettering is legible.

1.

The larger sign will result in better integration of uses. It will better direct traffic to the appropriate building

within the Mercy Medical Complex.

2.

The placement of the sign within a grove of mature trees and the additional landscaping provides mitigation

for any potential harmful effects of the larger sign.

3.



Attachments

Location Map

Applicant's Narrative

Sign Elevation

Site Plan





 

December 23, 2013 

 

Mr. Scott Harlicker 

Planner 

City of Coon Rapids 

11155 Robinson Drive 

Coon Rapids, MN, 55433-3761 

 

 

Re: Mercy Specialty Medical Center, Monument sign design relief 

 

Dear Scott, 

 

On behalf of Frauenshuh, the Developer and Owner of the Mercy Specialty Medical Center, we are requesting design 

relief in regards to the monument sign requirements of: 

• Overall area allowed and, 

• Maximum height limitations 

 

The design relief requested is to increase the allowable sign area to 150 square feet, a 50% increase from the current 

design. In addition to the area increase, we are also requesting relief in the height allowance for the monument sign. 

We currently have a monument sign design that meets the current requirements. Our request for design relief would 

increase the size of the monument sign proportionally so the sign as designed would remain the same however the 

letter size could increase and make a more legible sign.  

   

To address the following areas of the regulation:  

 

• (a) The modification significantly advances the intent of this chapter; the functional needs of the monument 

sign are to direct patients to the correct location. At this location, the Mercy hospital and the new Mercy 

Specialty Medical Center provide a broad range of services. Directing traffic to the correct location is not only 

a matter of convenience but also of safety for patients, staff and the general public. 

• (b) The modification is necessary to develop the property in an efficient, well-organized way; as mentioned 

above, the monument sign has a functional use in directing traffic to a large healthcare campus with various 

entry points for services. Due to the size of the overall campus and the number of services delivered, it is 

imperative to clearly direct traffic. Because a large percentage of patients arrive by car, it is necessary to have 

long distance visibility of the monument sign so provide the necessary and clear information to patients as 

they approach the campus. The design relief intends to allow larger font on the monument sign for the various 

tenants. The design relief will not alter the amount of information, the style or any other characteristics 

beyond the size of the font.    

• (c) The plan provides significant site amenities, buffers, and other elements to offset any potential harmful 

effects that could be caused by the use. The monument sign will be situated on the corner of Blackfoot Street 

NW and Coon Rapids Boulevard with visibility towards the southeast. We are planning to nestle the 

monument in the grove of large, mature oak trees that will remain on the corner. The materials for the base 

will match materials from the specialty medical center. The information on the sign will show the building 

address and the names of the tenants in the building. The sign is not intended to act as a logo for any 

individual service or company. We have taken extensive efforts to fit as much landscaping on the site of the 

specialty medical center while also being sensitive to maintaining the existing mature trees on site. The 

mature trees add value to Coon Rapids Boulevard but do limit visibility of the specialty medical center 

building. We could add a small amount of planting in the location of the former house structure that stood on 

the corner. We feel the oaks would provide the necessary backdrop for the monument sign and adding other 

elements in this area would detract from the overall functionality of this area. 

 

 

 



Mercy Specialty Medical Center, Monument sign design relief 

December 13, 2013 

Page 2 

 

 

We are requesting the Coon Rapids Planning Commission and City Council review this request and consider granting 

relief to the monument size and height for this one condition. Specifically we are requesting the overall area of the sign 

be increased to 150 square feet and that the height be allowed up to 15’ from grade at the sign location.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

POPE ARCHITECTS, INC. 

 

 
 

David Moga, AIA 

Project Manager 

 

cc:  File 

 
G:\26172\12007\CORR\Meeting Minutes\City County\Request for design relief - monument.docx 
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City Council Regular   14.           

Meeting Date: 03/04/2014  

Subject: PC 13-24,Site Plan Approval for a Second Freestanding Sign, 430 Coon Rapids Blvd, Jack Ovick 

From: Scott Harlicker, Planner

INTRODUCTION

The applicant is requesting use and design flexibility to allow a second freestanding pylon sign.

DISCUSSION

On December 19th the Planning Commission recommended approval of revised building elevations and the

proposed additional wall sign for 610 Express. The Commission recommended denial of the proposed second

freestanding pylon sign. At your meeting on January 21st, the City Council approved the building elevations and

the additional wall sign. However, the applicant came to the meeting with a new location for the freestanding sign.

They proposed to place the sign in the southwest corner of the site, in the rear of the site adjacent to the dumpster

enclosure. The proposed new location of the second freestanding sign to the southwest corner of the site was

significant enough to warrant review by the Planning Commission. Therefore, the Council referred the matter of the

second freestanding sign back to the Planning Commission for their review and recommendation. 

Freestanding Sign

The applicant is proposing a 48 foot tall freestanding pylon sign in the southwest corner of the site, adjacent to the

Highway 610 exit ramp. The applicant is requesting the pylon sign to gain visibility from Highway 610 and better

visibility from Coon Rapids Boulevard. Code allows one monument sign per property. There is an existing

monument sign along Coon Rapids Boulevard near the entrance to the site. The applicant is requesting both use

and design flexibility regarding a second freestanding sign. Use flexibility is requested with respect to allowing a

second freestanding sign, and design flexibility because a pylon sign is proposed.

Use flexibility may be granted if the applicant demonstrates the following:

(a) The modification significantly advances the intent of this Section;

(b) The modification is necessary to develop the property in an efficient, well-organized way; and

(c) The plan provides significant site amenities, buffers, and other elements to offset any potential harmful effects

that could be caused by the use.

The sign is being proposed to provide better visibility from Highway 610. However, the sign proposal is not in

alignment with the policies and standards for Coon Rapids Boulevard and staff does not believe the applicant has

satisfied the standards for granting use flexibility. Specifically, the applicant has not demonstrated how the proposed

sign will a) advance the intent of the code, b) is necessary to develop the property efficiently, or c) provide

amenities or mitigate development effects.

Design flexibility may be approved provided the applicant demonstrates an alternative approach to meeting the

design standards is necessary to respond to site conditions, will result in better integration of uses or additional

public amenities, and will further the intent of this Section. Staff does not believe the desire for better visibility

from Highway 610 meets these standards. Specifically, the applicant has not demonstrated how the proposed sign



will respond to sight conditions, better integrate uses or add public amenities, or will advance the intent of the code.

In addition to not meeting the criteria set forth by City Code, allowing a pylon sign would be a significant diversion

from the direction the City has established for Coon Rapids Boulevard, and will have implications for future uses

of both this site and other sites within the Boulevard and 610 corridor. Furthermore, allowing a pylon would be

unfair to other properties in the area which have developed since the current standards were adopted in 2002. The

applicant should work with MnDOT to locate a "blue commerce" sign on 610 directing drivers to various

establishments in the area.

Planning Commission Meeting

At the Planning Commission meeting held on February 20th no one spoke at the public hearing. The applicant

explained they would like the additional sign to provide visibility from the highway. The Commission discussed

need for consistency with the design standards and that the proposed sign did not meeting the standards for granting

design and use flexibility. The Commission voted unanimously to recommend denial of the proposed pylon sign.

RECOMMENDATION

In Planning Case 13-24, the City Council deny the request for use and design flexibility based on the following:

Use Flexibility

Deny the request for use flexibility. Section 11-903.12 states that use flexibility may be approved provided the

applicant meets the following findings:

(a) The modification significantly advances the intent of this Section;

(b) The modification is necessary to develop the property in an efficient, well-organized way; and

(c) The plan provides significant site amenities, buffers, and other elements to offset any potential harmful effects

that could be caused by the use.

The sign proposal is not in alignment with the policies and standards for Coon Rapids Boulevard and staff does not

believe the applicant has satisfied the standards for granting use flexibility. Specifically, the applicant has not

demonstrated how the proposed sign will a) advance the intent of the code, b) is necessary to develop the property

efficiently, or c) provide amenities or mitigate development effects.

Design Flexibility

Deny the request for design flexibility. Section 11-903.12 states that design flexibility may be approved provided

the applicant demonstrates such modification is necessary to respond to site conditions, will result in better

integration of uses or additional public amenities, and will further the intent of this Section.

The desire for better visibility from Highway 610 is not sufficient to meet the standards for granting design

flexibility. Specifically, the applicant has not demonstrated how the proposed sign will respond to sight conditions,

better integrate uses or add public amenities, or will advance the intent of the code.

Attachments

Location Map

Site Plan with Proposed Sign Location

Sign Elevations

View Coon Rapids Boulevard

View Highway 610

View Highway 610 Exit Ramp

Applicant's Narrative
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FOR YOUR PERSONAL USE IN CONNECTION  WITH A 
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PYLON SIGN - 100 sq. ft.

Footing per local building codes

partial elevation
n.t.s.

PART #  751-SNS-P100-HEAD

Materials

Decoration
   • Cabinet filler painted red to match PMS 485C.
   • White panaflex faces with red vinyl copy to match 
      Arlon Calon 2500-33 red vinyl.
   • Cabinet wings painted Silver.
   • Logo can painted gloss black.
   •  Logo face clear acrylic background decorated with
      black vinyl (2nd surface) - copy backspray white.
      1” trim cap.
   • Tagline can painted gloss black.
     Tagline face clear acrylic.
     Background decorated with black vinyl copy
      (2nd surface) - copy backspray white.

   • Aluminum cabinet & retainers.
     Panaflex sign faces for “Steak ‘n Shake”.

Area
• 100 sq. ft.

Weight (Est.)
   • t.b.d.
Wind Load
   • t.b.d.

SIGN SPECIFICATIONS

ELECTRICAL  SPECIFICATIONS
Illumination
   • 4300K White LED by GE Lighting Solutions
Transformers
   •

   •

T.B.D.

7.55A
Line Load

Footing per local building codes
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n.t.s.
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City Council Regular   15.           

Meeting Date: 03/04/2014  

Subject: Approve Plans and Specifications and Order Advertisement for Bids - Project 14-16, Large

Bituminous Patch Repairs

Submitted For: Tim Himmer, Public Works Director  From: Cher Ridout, Admin Secretary II

INTRODUCTION

Each year the City contracts for street repairs throughout the City, primarily in the seal coat areas and watermain

break areas. The City Engineering Division has completed plans and specifications for large bituminous street

patching. Council is requested to approve the plans and specifications and order advertisement for bids for this

project.

DISCUSSION

There are various types of repair work needed throughout the City each year consisting of concrete repair,

bituminous street surfacing repair, and turf restoration. The City will be soliciting quotes for the smaller contracts

including bituminous repair of small areas, concrete repair, and turf restoration work. The large bituminous

patching repair work would be advertised for bids. The advertisement would be published in March with a bid

opening scheduled for April 4, 2014. Bid results and a recommendation for contract award would be presented to

Council at the April 15, 2014 meeting. If the contract is awarded, work is expected to begin in May.

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that Council adopt Resolution No. 14-16(8) approving plans and specifications and ordering

advertisement for bids for large bituminous street patching repairs.

BUDGET IMPACT:

Repair and restoration work identified to date is estimated to cost approximately $100,000. Funding for this work

has been budgeted in various activities. Patching for watermain break repairs would be paid from the Water Utility

Fund, patching for storm drain repairs would come from the Storm Water Utility Fund, and patching in sealcoat

areas would come from the Street Reconstruction Fund.

Attachments

Resolution No. 14-16(8)



RESOLUTION NO. 14-16(8)

(8) RESOLUTION APPROVING PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS
AND ORDERING ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

WHEREAS, the City Engineering Division has prepared plans and specifications for the 
improvement of the City's street system by bituminous patching of areas larger than 20 
square yards and has presented such plans and specifications to the Council for approval; 
and

WHEREAS, the City of Coon Rapids expects to reimburse all or a portion of the project 
expenditures with the proceeds of debt to be incurred by the City; and

WHEREAS, this declaration is made pursuant to Section 1.103-18 of the Income Tax 
Regulations of the Internal Revenue Service.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Coon Rapids, Minnesota:

1.  Such plans and specifications, a copy of which is attached hereto and made a part 
hereof, are hereby approved.

2.  The City Clerk shall prepare and cause to be inserted in the official paper and in a 
trade journal, if applicable, an advertisement for bids upon the making of such 
improvement under such approved plans and specifications.  The advertisement shall be 
published for 21 days, shall specify the work to be done, shall state that bids will be 
received by the City of Coon Rapids until 10:00 a.m. on the 4th day of April, 2014, at 
which time they will be publicly opened in the City Hall by the Engineer, will then be 
tabulated, and will be considered by the Council at 7:00 p.m. on the 15th day of April, 
2014, in the Council Chambers, and that no bids will be considered unless sealed and 
filed with the City and accompanied by a cash deposit, cashier's check, bid bond or 
certified check payable to the Clerk for 5% of the amount of such bid.

Adopted this 4th day of March, 2014.

________________________________
Tim Howe, Mayor

ATTEST:

_____________________________
Catherine M. Sorensen, City Clerk



   

City Council Regular   16.           

Meeting Date: 03/04/2014  

Subject: Approve Plans and Specifications and Order Advertisement for Bids - Project 14-19, 2014 Well

Rehabilitation Program

Submitted For: Tim Himmer, Public Works Director  From: Cher Ridout, Admin Secretary II

INTRODUCTION

Following completion of a Water System Master Plan in 2001, the City began a comprehensive well rehabilitation

program. The initial phase of the well rehabilitation program took six years. All 25 of the City's municipal wells, as

well as booster pumping systems at both treatment plants were rehabilitated. In 2011 we began a new 5-6 year well

rehabilitation program. Wells 19, 20, 22, and 23 are scheduled for reconstruction in 2014. Council is requested to

consider approval of plans and specifications and order advertisement for bids for this work.

DISCUSSION

On February 18, 2014, Council approved an engineering services agreement with Progressive Consulting

Engineers, Inc. (PCE) for design and construction services to rehabilitate Wells 19, 20, 22, and 23. PCE completed

the plans and specifications and a cost estimate for the four wells. Attached is a letter from PCE outlining the

project scope and feasibility of the project, and a detailed project schedule.

Work included in the rehabilitation is as follows: 

Checking pump motors

Pulling pumps and inspecting line shafts and replacing components as necessary

Replacing pumps and motor parts as needed

Videotaping wells

Checking water level and measuring devices at each well

Assessing need for sand removal and possible well redevelopment

Check well digital flow monitoring

If the wells are in good condition, the cost estimate to rehabilitate all four wells is $80,000 to $90,000. Alternates

are included in the bidding documents to include replacement of pump equipment and/or removal of iron bacteria or

encrustation if the wells require additional work due to deteriorating equipment. Cost estimates could add up to

approximately $305,000 to the contract should the additional work be necessary on all four wells to ensure optimal

operation.

If Council approves the plans and specifications, the advertisement for bids will be published in March with bids

received on March 28, 2014. Work is proposed to begin in May and be completed at the end of 2014.

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that City Council approve Resolution No. 14-19(8) approving plans and specifications and

ordering advertisement for bids for rehabilitation of Wells 19, 20, 22 and 23.

BUDGET IMPACT:



The Water System Maintenance Fund contains $360,129 to fund the rehabilitation of Wells 19, 20, 22, and

23. The base bid, estimated to be $80,000 to $90,000 would include inspection and testing of the wells and

equipment. It is difficult to estimate what work is needed to each well until it has been examined by the contractor.

The contract includes an alternate only if something is discovered during the inspections that require repair and/or

replacement of the equipment. The alternate work is estimated at $305,000 if all wells were in a deteriorated

condition. If this were to occur, adequate funding is available.

Attachments

Location Map

PCE 2-25-14 Letter

Project Schedule

Resolution No. 14-19(8)
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February 25, 2014

Tim Himmer, P.E.
Director of Public Works
City of Coon Rapids
11155 Robinson Drive
Coon Rapids, MN  55433-3761

Re: 2014 Well Rehabilitation 
City Project 14-19
Council Authorization of Project

Dear Mr. Himmer:

The Project Manual and Drawings for the 2014 Well Rehabilitation Project are complete 
and the project is ready for Authorization by the Coon Rapids City Council.  This letter 
includes a project summary, engineer’s opinion of probable construction cost and project 
schedule.  Please let us know if there is any additional information that would help the 
council in their authorization process.

Three copies of the Project Manual and Drawings will be sent under separate cover for 
the City’s use.

Project Summary

The work includes rehabilitation of four of the City’s municipal water wells. They are 
Wells Nos. 19, 20, 22 and 23.  The last time these wells were rehabilitated and updated 
was over 11 years ago in late 2002 and early 2003.

Generally, the project includes performing the following base bid work at each well:
1. Removal of well pump and inspection of well pump equipment.
2. Video inspection of each well to determine condition of the well.
3. Replacement of worn and obsolete equipment with new equipment.
4. Reinstallation of well pump and equipment.

The project bid will also include prices for Alternate Work.  Engineer will assess the 
condition of the equipment and prices submitted for Alternate Work with City staff and
recommend Alternate work to be selected.  



Following is a short summary of the Alternate work at each well.
1. Replacement of pump or pump motor
2. Replacement of carbon steel lineshaft with stainless steel lineshaft.
3. Sandblast and paint pump discharge piping.
4. Replace flow meter (only at Well No. 20)
5. Replace discharge piping and equipment with new dismantling joint, piping and 

valves.
6. Replacement of outdated, problematic RF admittance water level measuring 

devices with new pressure transducer devices.
7. Treating well to remove iron bacteria or encrustation, as needed. 

Engineer’s Opinion of Probable Construction Cost

The cost of the project will vary considerably depending on the condition of the 
equipment and the work required which cannot be known until the equipment is removed 
and inspected.  The bid form has been designed to solicit prices from the bidders for each 
quantity of the work to address these unknowns.  

Below we have separated out the cost opinion by Base Bid Items, Pump and Pump 
Discharge Alternate Bid Items, and Well Alternate Bid Items.  

Total for all Base Bid Items and all Alternate Work is $305,000. This is within the City’s 
approximately $340,000 budget for the construction costs on this project.

Base Bid Items.  If the equipment is all in good condition with minimal or no 
replacement needed, it is our opinion that the construction cost for the Base Bid could be 
as low as $80,000 to $90,000 for the four wells. 

Pump and Pump Discharge Alternate Bid Items. If the well pump equipment has
deteriorated considerably, all or most of the equipment will need to be replaced. it is our 
opinion that the construction cost for these items could be between $0 to $110,000 for the 
four wells.  This includes prices for new pumps and motors which would cost $50,000 to 
$60,000 if all four pumps and motors needed replacement.  

Well Alternate Bid Items. It is our opinion that the construction cost for these items 
could be between $0 to $105,000 for the four wells.  This includes prices for treating each 
well to remove iron bacteria or encrustation for $45,000 to $55,000 if all four wells 
needed this work. 



Project Schedule

Attached is the estimated schedule based on Council approval of the project on Tuesday, 
March 4, 2014, and bidding on Friday, March 28, 2014.

If you have any questions or concerns you would like to discuss, please do not hesitate to 
contact me.

Sincerely,

David J. Brown, P.E.
Senior Project Manager



ID Task Name Start Finish

1 DESIGN PHASE Mon 11/25/13 Fri 3/28/14

2 Project Initiation Mon 11/25/13 Mon 11/25/13

3 Prepare Plans & Specs. (P & S) Mon 11/25/13 Mon 2/24/14

4 100% P & S Review to City Staff Tue 2/25/14 Tue 2/25/14

5 Provide cost est. and proj. summary for Council Tue 2/25/14 Tue 2/25/14

6 Council Authorization Tue 3/4/14 Tue 3/4/14

7 Union Herald Publish Deadline Wed 3/5/14 Wed 3/5/14

8 Advertise for Bids Fri 3/7/14 Fri 3/14/14

9 Advertise for Bids 1 - UnionHerald and QuestCDN Fri 3/7/14 Fri 3/7/14

10 Advertise for Bids 2 - UnionHerald and QuestCDN Fri 3/14/14 Fri 3/14/14

11 Issue Addenda as needed Tue 3/4/14 Fri 3/21/14

12 Pre-Bid Meeting Thu 3/13/14 Thu 3/13/14

13 Receive Bid Fri 3/28/14 Fri 3/28/14

14 CONSTRUCTION PHASE Mon 3/31/14 Tue 12/30/14

15 Review Bid Mon 3/31/14 Mon 3/31/14

16 Provide Bid Recomm. For Council Agenda Tue 4/1/14 Tue 4/1/14

17 City Council to Award Bid Tue 4/15/14 Tue 4/15/14

18 Notice of Award to Contractor Wed 4/16/14 Wed 4/16/14

19 Pre-construction mtg Thu 4/24/14 Thu 4/24/14

20 Sign contract Thu 4/24/14 Thu 4/24/14

21 Remove Well Pumps 22 and 23 Fri 5/2/14 Thu 5/8/14

22 Inspect Well Pumps 22 and 23 Fri 5/9/14 Fri 5/9/14

23 Reinstall Well Pumps 22 and 23 Mon 5/26/14 Fri 5/30/14

24 Well Sites 22 and 23 Work Tue 4/22/14 Mon 6/16/14

25 Substantial Completion (Wells 22 and 23) Mon 6/16/14 Mon 6/16/14

26 Final Completion (Wells 22 and 23) Wed 7/16/14 Wed 7/16/14

27 Remove Well Pump 19 and 20 Wed 10/1/14 Tue 10/7/14

28 Inspect Well Pumps 19 and 20 Wed 10/8/14 Wed 10/8/14

29 Reinstall Well Pumps 19 and 20 Thu 10/9/14 Wed 10/15/14

30 Well Sites 19 and 20 Work and Alternate Work Wed 10/1/14 Mon 12/15/14

31 Substantial Completion Mon 12/15/14 Mon 12/15/14

32 Punchlist Wed 12/17/14 Tue 12/30/14

33 Final Competion Tue 12/30/14 Tue 12/30/14

11/25

2/25

3/4

3/7

3/14

3/28

12/15

12/30

Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan
Qtr 4, 2013 Qtr 1, 2014 Qtr 2, 2014 Qtr 3, 2014 Qtr 4, 2014 Qtr 1, 2015

Task

Split

Progress

Milestone

Summary

Project Summary

External Tasks

External Milestone

Deadline

City of Coon Rapids
2014 Well Rehabilitation Project Schedule

Page 1

Project: project schedule 02-21-2014
Date: Tue 2/25/14



RESOLUTION NO. 14-19(8)

(8) RESOLUTION APPROVING PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS
AND ORDERING ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

WHEREAS, Progressive Consulting Engineers, Inc. has prepared plans and specifications for 
the improvement of the City's water system by well rehabilitation of Wells 19, 20, 22 and 
23 and has presented such plans and specifications to the Council for approval; and

WHEREAS, the City of Coon Rapids expects to reimburse all or a portion of the project 
expenditures with the proceeds of debt to be incurred by the City; and

WHEREAS, this declaration is made pursuant to Section 1.103-18 of the Income Tax 
Regulations of the Internal Revenue Service.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Coon Rapids, Minnesota:

1.  Such plans and specifications, a copy of which is attached hereto and made a part 
hereof, are hereby approved.

2.  The City Clerk shall prepare and cause to be inserted in the official paper and in a 
trade journal, if applicable, an advertisement for bids upon the making of such 
improvement under such approved plans and specifications.  The advertisement shall be 
published for 21 days, shall specify the work to be done, shall state that bids will be
received by the Clerk until 10:00 a.m. on the 28th day of March, 2014, at which time they 
will be publicly opened in the City Hall by the City Clerk and engineer, will then be 
tabulated, and will be considered by the Council at 7:00 p.m. on the 15th day of April, 
2014, in the Council Chambers, and that no bids will be considered unless sealed and 
filed with the Clerk and accompanied by a cash deposit, cashier's check, bid bond or 
certified check payable to the Clerk for 5% of the amount of such bid.

Adopted this 4th day of March, 2014.

________________________________
Tim Howe, Mayor

ATTEST:

_____________________________
Catherine M. Sorensen, City Clerk



   

City Council Regular   17.           

Meeting Date: 03/04/2014  

Subject: Approve Plans and Specifications and Order Advertisement for Bids - Project 14-18, Electrical

Repair Contract

Submitted For: Tim Himmer, Public Works Director  From: Cher Ridout, Admin Secretary II

INTRODUCTION

The City contracts for repair of City owned street lights and other City maintained electrical systems every three

years. The City Engineering Division has prepared plans and specifications for this work. Council is requested to

approve plans and specifications and order advertisement for bids for a new contract.

DISCUSSION

The City has over 2000 street lights throughout the City that are the City's responsibility to maintain. There are also

several ballfield lights, traffic signal lights, Golf Course and Ice Center electrical work, building maintenance, and

other items that need electrical maintenance. The City has contracted for this electrical work for many years. The

last contract was awarded to Rawlands Electric in 2011. Maintenance of City owned street lights is the main item

under this contract. The City Public Works Department notifies the contractor of locations needing repair and the

contractor is required to perform the repair within two weeks unless there is severe damage. The contract also

provides for emergency repair such as a damaged street light from an auto accident. The contract can extend over a

three-year period if both parties are in agreement to continue at the contract bid prices from one year to the next.

This has worked well for the City over the years.

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that Council adopt Resolution No. 14-18(8) approving plans and specifications and ordering

advertisement for bids for City-owned electrical repair.

BUDGET IMPACT:

Funds for this contract are budgeted annually under the Street Light Maintenance Fund (Activity 503) in the

amount of $150,000 for street light maintenance. Some funding may also be used from the Park Maintenance,

Golf Course, Ice Center, and Building Maintenance funds.

Attachments

Resolution No. 14-18(8)



RESOLUTION NO. 14-18(8)

(8) RESOLUTION APPROVING PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS
AND ORDERING ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

WHEREAS, the City Engineering Department prepared plans and specifications for the 
improvement of the City's street lighting system by repair and maintenance and has 
presented such plans and specifications to the Council for approval; and

WHEREAS, the City of Coon Rapids expects to reimburse all or a portion of the project 
expenditures with the proceeds of debt to be incurred by the City; and

WHEREAS, this declaration is made pursuant to Section 1.103-18 of the Income Tax 
Regulations of the Internal Revenue Service.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Coon Rapids, Minnesota:

1.  Such plans and specifications, a copy of which is attached hereto and made a part 
hereof, are hereby approved.

2.  The City Clerk shall prepare and cause to be inserted in the official paper and in a 
trade journal, if applicable, an advertisement for bids upon the making of such 
improvement under such approved plans and specifications.  The advertisement shall be 
published for 21 days, shall specify the work to be done, shall state that bids will be 
received by the Clerk until 10:00 a.m. on the 28th day of March, 2014, at which time they 
will be publicly opened in the City Hall by the City Clerk and engineer, will then be 
tabulated, and will be considered by the Council at 7:00 p.m. on the 1st day of April, 
2014, in the Council Chambers, and that no bids will be considered unless sealed and 
filed with the Clerk and accompanied by a cash deposit, cashier's check, bid bond or 
certified check payable to the Clerk for 5% of the amount of such bid.

Adopted this 4th day of March, 2014.

________________________________
Tim Howe, Mayor

ATTEST:

_____________________________
Catherine M. Sorensen, City Clerk



   

City Council Regular   18.           

Meeting Date: 03/04/2014  

Subject: Accept Feasibility and Order Public Hearing and Assessment Hearing for Residential Street

Reconstruction - Project 14-3

Submitted For: Kevin Kawlewski, City Engineer  From: Cher Ridout, Admin Secretary II

INTRODUCTION

The City Engineering Division is recommending the reconstruction of approximately 3.25 miles of residential

streets in the area around Hanson Boulevard between 107th Avenue NW and 113th Avenue NW. Staff has prepared

a feasibility report for the proposed improvements. Council is being requested to accept the report and to order the

public improvement hearing and the assessment hearing for the project, with both hearings to be held on April 1,

2014.

DISCUSSION

Council ordered the preparation of a feasibility report for the proposed project on November 19, 2013. Streets

included in the scope of the report are as follows:

112th Lane NW from Swallow Street to the cul-de-sac1.

112th Avenue NW from Swallow Street to Partridge Street2.

111th Circle NW from Thrush Street to the cul-de-sac3.

110th Lane NW from Thrush Street to Hanson Boulevard4.

110th Avenue NW from Swallow Street to Osage Street5.

109th Lane NW from Swallow Street to Osage Street6.

109th Avenue NW from Osage Street to the cul-de-sac7.

Wren Street NW south of 113th Avenue NW8.

Uplander Street NW south of 113th Avenue NW9.

Verdin Circle NW south of 112th Lane NW10.

Swallow Street NW from 113th Avenue NW to 111th Lane NW11.

Quinn Street NW from 113th Avenue NW to 112th Avenue NW12.

Partridge Street NW from 113th Avenue NW to 112th Avenue NW13.

Osage Street NW south of 113th Avenue NW14.

Thrush Street NW from 110th Lane NW to 111th Lane NW15.

Osage Street NW from 110th Lane NW to the cul-de-sac16.

Swallow Street NW from 110th Lane NW to 109th Lane NW17.

108th Lane NW from Hanson Boulevard to the cul-de-sac and from Hanson Boulevard to Killdeer Street NW18.

108th Avenue NW from Hanson Boulevard to Linnet Street NW19.

107th Lane NW from Linnet Street NW to the cul-de-sac20.

Linnet Street from 107th Avenue NW to 108th Avenue NW21.

Killdeer Street from 108th Lane NW to the cul-de-sac22.

107th Avenue NW from Linnet Street to the cul-de-sac23.

Proposed improvements include reclamation of the existing bituminous surface and aggregate base, removal and

replacement of damaged curb and gutter, sidewalk and pedestrian curb ramp improvements in accordance with

ADA requirements, replacement of approximately 150 feet of sanitary sewer on 110th Avenue NW and other

needed repairs, watermain repairs or replacements as necessary, and repairs or replacements for the existing storm



needed repairs, watermain repairs or replacements as necessary, and repairs or replacements for the existing storm

sewer as needed.

City assessment policy calls for assessing properties benefiting from the proposed improvements. The proposed

assessment rate is $1,667.00 for single family residential property, $20.83 per front foot for multi-family residential

property, and $41.65 per front for commercial property. The project as proposed includes 226 single family

properties, 198 multi-family properties, and Rockslide Park.

The legal descriptions for the area of benefit are:

Lot 20, Block 7; Lot 8, Block 8; and Lot 7, Block 9 of Thompson Heights, 4th Addition

Lots 1-16, Block 1; Lots 1-16, Block 2; Lots 1-7, Block 3; Lots 1-7, Block 4; Lots 1-7, Block 5; Lots 1-14,

Block 6; Lots 1-14, Block 7; and Lots 1-7, Block 8 of Hanson Boulevard Addition

Lot 1, Block 1; Lots 1-4, Block 2; and Lots 1-4, Block 3 of Gateway Place

Lots 1-8, Block 1 of Osage Place

Lots 1-14, Block 1 of Gateway Townhomes

Lots 1-3, Block 1; and Lots 8-11, Block 1 of Adam A. Biedny Estates

Lots 1-3, Block 1; Franzen’s 2nd Addition

Lots 1-5, Block 1; and Lots 1-3, Block 2 of S.J.’s Countryside Park

Lots 1-20, Block 1; Lots 1-27, Block 2; Lots 1-15, Block 3; Lots 1-25, Block 4; and Lots 1-12, Block 5 of

Meadow Lane Estates

Lots 1-2, Block 1 of Twin Harmony

Lots 1-3, Block 1 of Angie Addition

Lots 1-2, Lots 4-6, and Lots 8-13, Block 1 of Hanson Boulevard Estates

Lots 1-3, Block 1; and Lots 1-3, Block 2 of Tenold Addition

Lots 1-3, Block 1; and Lots 1-3, Block 2 of Tenold 2nd Addition

Lots 1-18, Block 1; Lots 1-21, Block 2; Lots 1-13, Block 3; and Lots 1-2, Block 4 of Suncrest Estates

Lots 1-15, Block 1 of Woodland Park 

PIN 15-31-24-32-0056

PIN 15-31-24-32-0076

PIN 22-31-24-12-0003

Approximately 450 properties were notified of the pending project in December, 2013. A neighborhood meeting

was held on February 25, 2014 with approximately 15 people in attendance. General comments from residents in

attendance were in support of the project.

The total estimated project cost is $1,708,660.00. The project is necessary to improve the condition of the streets, is

feasible to construct from an engineering standpoint and is cost-effective.

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that Council adopt the following resolutions (a 4/5 vote is needed for approval):

a. Resolution No. 14-3(4) accepting the feasibility report and ordering a public hearing to be held on April 1, 2014.

b. Resolution No. 14-3(10) declaring the cost to be assessed and ordering preparation of a proposed assessment roll.

c. Resolution No. 14-3(11) setting the assessment hearing date for April 1, 2014.

BUDGET IMPACT:

Total estimated cost of the proposed improvement is $1,708,660.00 with a total amount assessed of



Total estimated cost of the proposed improvement is $1,708,660.00 with a total amount assessed of

$560,002.00. The balance of the project cost would be recovered from various funds:

$625,388 from the Street Reconstruction Fund (797) resulting in annual tax levy of approximately $150,000

to repay bonds over a five year period, or $85,000 over a ten year period, beginning in 2015.

$16,400 from the Sanitary Sewer Fund (620)

$56,670 from the Storm Water Drainage Fund (740) recovered through storm drainage charges.

$450,200 from the Water System Maintenance Fund (601) recovered through charges for water used.

Attachments
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PROJECT HISTORY 
 
In 1994, the City began a street reconstruction program to replace aging street infrastructure. Since 
that time, more than 85 miles of the City’s 220 mile street system have been reconstructed. In 1997, 
the City implemented a policy for assessing a portion of the cost of street reconstruction to properties 
benefitting from the improvements. 
 
In the fall of 2012, City staff completed a pavement condition rating evaluation of City streets. The 
evaluation identified nearly 33 miles of City streets in poor condition. Streets that were identified for 
improvement as part of the 2014 Street Improvement Project were also reviewed to verify the final 
street reconstruction program for this year. The overall program was re-evaluated to analyze costs 
associated with higher levels of utility improvements. Based on discussions with the City Council, 
the overall program was developed and presented for approval. Subsequently, at the recommendation 
of City staff, Council ordered preparation of a feasibility report on November 19, 2013. This 
feasibility report is for reconstruction of residential streets in an area around Hanson Boulevard 
between 107th Avenue NW and 113th Avenue NW. This project area would include reconstruction of 
approximately 3.25 miles of residential streets. 
 
 
PROJECT AREA CHARACTERISTICS / EXISTING CONDITIONS 
 
The proposed streets included with Project 14-3 are illustrated on the attached Location Map. Streets 
included in the scope of this report are as follows: 
 
 1. 112th Lane NW from Swallow Street to the cul-de-sac 
 2. 112th Avenue NW from Swallow Street to Partridge Street 
 3. 111th Circle NW from Thrush Street to the cul-de-sac 
 4. 110th Lane NW from Thrush Street to Hanson Boulevard 
 5. 110th Avenue NW from Swallow Street to Osage Street 
 6. 109th Lane NW from  Swallow Street to Osage Street 
 7. 109th Avenue NW from Osage Street to the cul-de-sac 
 8. Wren Street NW south of 113th Avenue NW 
 9. Uplander Street NW south of 113th Avenue NW 
 10. Verdin Circle NW south of 112th Lane NW 
 11. Swallow Street NW from 113th Avenue NW to 111th Lane NW 
 12. Quinn Street NW from 113th Avenue NW to 112th Avenue NW 
 13. Partridge Street NW from 113th Avenue NW to 112th Avenue NW 
 14. Osage Street NW south of 113th Avenue NW 
 15. Thrush Street NW from 110th Lane NW to 111th Lane NW 
 16. Osage Street NW from 110th Lane NW to the cul-de-sac 
 18. Swallow Street NW from 110th Lane NW to 109th Lane NW 
 19. 108th Lane NW from Hanson Boulevard to the cul-de-sac and from Hanson Boulevard 
  to Killdeer Street NW 
 20. 108th Avenue NW from Hanson Boulevard to Linnet Street NW 
 21. 107th Lane NW from Linnet Street NW to the cul-de-sac 
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 22. Linnet Street from 107th Avenue NW to 108th Avenue NW 
 23. Killdeer Street – from 108th Lane NW to the cul-de-sac 
 24. 107th Avenue NW from Linnet Street to the cul-de-sac 
 
Land uses within the project area include the following: 
 

• Single family residential (226 parcels) 
• Duplex and multi-unit townhomes (198 parcels) 
• Rockslide Park 

 
Residential streets in the areas proposed for reconstruction as previously described were originally 
constructed between 1977 and 1980, so they are 45 years old. Because of their age, these streets have 
experienced excessive fatigue cracking and are to the point where routine maintenance (crack sealing 
and seal coating) is no longer cost-effective. There are also numerous areas where the existing 
concrete curb and gutter has cracked, broken, or settled, resulting in a reduced capacity to effectively 
convey drainage. 
 
The existing water distribution system in the project areas consist of 6-inch and 8-inch ductile iron 
pipe.  It was constructed at the same time as the streets in the area, from 1977 to 1980. There is not a 
substantial history of watermain breaks in the area. The pipe age ranges from roughly 44 to 47 years 
and still has many years before it will need to be replaced completely. 
 
The sanitary sewer system consists of 8-inch PVC pipe and is considered to be in good condition.  
Closed circuit televising of the sanitary sewer system within the proposed project area has revealed 
the pipe is generally sound.  There is approximately 150 feet of sanitary sewer on 110th Avenue NW 
just west of Hanson Boulevard that has developed a substantial sag in the line with standing water in 
the pipe. The manholes are precast concrete structures and have been found to be generally in good 
condition with no sign of groundwater seeping into the system. 
 
There is minimal storm sewer located within the project area. City staff is not aware of inadequate 
drainage capacity in the system nor areas that experience localized surface flooding. The storm sewer 
is considered to be in good condition.  
 
 
PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS 
 
Streets in the project area are proposed to be reconstructed by reclaiming the existing bituminous 
pavement and gravel base, recompacting reclaimed material, disposing of excess reclaimed material, 
and resurfacing the streets with new bituminous pavement. There may be areas where subgrade 
corrections are needed, due to the presence of soft or unsuitable soils. In addition, removal and 
replacement of existing concrete curb and gutter that is in poor condition (cracked, broken, settled) 
or that does not drain properly, is proposed. In the event that existing curb returns are being removed, 
new pedestrian curb ramps will be installed at curb returns with existing sidewalk (as needed) to 
comply with Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements. 
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Sanitary sewer manholes, storm sewer manholes and catch basins will be repaired, replaced or 
adjusted as needed before the street is repaved. The area of sanitary sewer on 110th Avenue NW that 
was identified with a sag is proposed to be replaced to eliminate standing water concerns in the pipe. 
Extension of storm sewer pipe will be considered during project design and construction, as existing 
conditions allow. 
 
Obsolete fire hydrants and hydrants with lead components will be replaced with new hydrants. 
Watermain valves and valve boxes will be repaired, replaced, or adjusted as needed prior to final 
paving.  All valve and hydrant replacements will be completed using stainless steel nuts and bolts. 
 
Boulevard trees were trimmed this winter to clear the streets of low hanging branches. All street 
name signs and other street signs will be replaced with new signs and posts. All new street name 
signs will have larger lettering consistent with the current City logo. 
 
 
MAINTENANCE IMPACT 
 
The streets proposed for reconstruction have deteriorated extensively and would require increased 
maintenance if they are not repaved soon. Seal coating is no longer effective for the streets, due to 
the excessive cracking that has occurred.  It becomes cost-prohibitive to maintain street surfaces that 
are as badly cracked as exists on these streets.  
 
Once the streets are repaved, crack sealing and seal coating should be performed in 6 to 10 years to 
preserve the new bituminous pavement. With periodic maintenance, the street surfacing should not 
require replacement for at least 30 years. 
 
New watermain valve boxes, new storm water inlet castings and structures, and new adjusting rings 
on sanitary sewer manholes will be installed as needed with the project, preserving the existing 
utility infrastructure and reducing the need for future maintenance. 
 
 
ESTIMATED COST/FINANCING 
 
The total estimated cost of the street reconstruction project is $1,708,660. 
 
The City Public Works Department has requested that obsolete fire hydrants be replaced with new 
fire hydrants as a part of every street reconstruction project and that watermain valves be repaired or 
replaced as needed. The estimated cost to replace fire hydrants and to repair or replace watermain 
valves is $450,200. Tree trimming costs are approximately $15,000 and will be paid from Street 
Reconstruction Funds. Sanitary sewer repair costs are estimated to be $16,400. Storm sewer repair 
costs are estimated to be $56,670. 
 
The City would finance the project and assess a portion of the cost to the adjacent benefiting 
properties. The City’s policy goal is to assess approximately 50% of street reconstruction costs to 
benefiting properties. The City would initially pay for the cost of the project from a combination of 
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Street Reconstruction (797), Storm Water Utility (640), Sanitary Sewer System Maintenance (620) 
and Water System Maintenance (601) funds. Project funding is summarized below: 
 

Street Reconstruction Fund       $625,388 
Storm Water Utility Fund         $56,670 
Sanitary Sewer Utility Fund         $16,400 
Water System Maintenance Fund      $450,200 
Proposed Amount to be Assessed       $560,002  

 
Total Estimated Project Cost    $1,708,660 

 
The City's share of approximately $625,388 that is for street work would result in an annual tax levy 
of approximately $130,000 if bonds are sold and paid for over a 5-year period beginning in 2014. 
The assessed share of the total project cost is approximately 33% for this project, due to the number 
and orientation of properties that can be assessed within the project limits, as well as the amount of 
non-assessable watermain work anticipated. 
 
 
PROJECT TIMETABLE 
 
February 25, 2014 - Staff conducts neighborhood meeting for residents 
 
March 4, 2014 - Council accepts feasibility report, orders a public hearing, 
  and sets an assessment hearing date 
 
April 1, 2014 - Council holds the public hearing and assessment hearing and orders 
  the project. Council approves plans and specs and orders ad for bids. 
 
April 29, 2014 - Open bids 
 
May 6, 2014 - Council adopts the assessments and awards contract for construction 
 
June – Sept. 2014 - Project Construction 
 
Note— Assessments are proposed to be adopted by Council on May 20th rather than on April 1st 
when the assessment hearing is held. This allows a construction contract to be awarded, signifying 
the Council’s intent to proceed with project construction and to incur costs for the project prior to 
assessments being levied. Upon adoption of the assessments, residents would have 30 days to pay off 
the assessment without incurring interest charges. 
 
 
PROPOSED ASSESSMENTS 
 
In 1997, assessment rates were established as part of the City’s policy for financing street 
reconstruction. Under the policy, rates are to be updated annually, using the Construction Cost Index 



5 | P a g e  
 

(CCI). Assessment rates for 2014 have been increased by 2.9% from the 2013 rates, reflecting an 
increase in the CCI.  
 
The rates to be used for 2014 are as follows--  
 
 Single-family lot - $1,667 per lot (CCI factor results in an increase 
   of $47.00 from 2012) 
 
 Residential (higher density - $20.83 per front-foot or average width 
 including duplex units) 
 
 Office and Commercial - $41.65 per front foot or average width 
     (double residential rate per policy) 
 
Assessments would be spread over a 10-year period with an interest rate of 3.95% with the first 
installment due in 2015. Property owners would have the option of paying their entire assessment 
within 30 days following Council adoption of the assessments and would incur no interest charges.  
Payments made after the 30-day period would also require payment of any interest charges accrued 
up to the time payment is made. If the assessment were paid as part of the property tax statement, the 
annual cost for a single-family home would be approximately $200 per year for the 10-year period.  
  
A copy of the proposed assessment roll is available in the City Engineer’s office, as well as in the 
City Clerk’s office. 
 
 
PROJECT FEASIBILITY 
 
The proposed project is necessary for the City to keep the streets in the project area in a safe and 
drivable condition. The project is cost effective and is technically feasible to construct. An 
independent appraiser was retained in 2008 to review the “benefit” to the properties for work similar 
to what is proposed with this project. The appraiser’s report indicated that the “benefit" to the 
properties is in the range of $2,000 to $5,000. The proposed rate of $1,667 does not exceed this 
“benefit” amount. Therefore, the project is also economically feasible. 
 
 
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATION 
 
As part of its 2014 Street Reconstruction Program, the City is proposing to reconstruct 3.25 miles of 
residential streets with this project. A majority of the project cost would be paid by the City and a 
portion of the project cost would be recovered through assessments to benefiting property owners, in 
accordance with the Street Reconstruction Policy approved by Council in 1997.  Property owners 
were notified of the project and of the proposed assessment rates by letter in December 2013. An 
informational meeting was held on February 25, 2014 and staff listened to concerns, suggestions and 
answered questions that residents had regarding the project. Council will be requested to schedule 
both the public hearing and assessment hearing for April 1, 2014. 
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It is recommended that Council accept this feasibility report, order a public hearing on the project, 
and order a hearing on the proposed assessments by adopting the resolutions included with this 
report. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 14-3(4)

(4) RESOLUTION ACCEPTING FEASIBILITY REPORT
AND ORDERING PUBLIC HEARING ON IMPROVEMENT

WHEREAS, pursuant to resolution of the Council adopted on the 19th day of November, 2013, 
a report has been prepared by the City Engineering Division with reference to the 
improvement of residential streets in the area around Hanson Boulevard between 107th 
Avenue NW and 113th Avenue NW by street reconstruction, and this report was received 
by the Council on the 4th day of March, 2014; and

WHEREAS, the report provides information regarding whether the proposed project is 
necessary, cost effective, and feasible,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Coon Rapids, Minnesota:

1.  The Council will consider such improvement in accordance with the report and the 
assessment of benefitting property for all or a portion of the cost of the improvement 
pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Sections 429.011 to 429.111, at an estimated total cost of 
the improvement of $1,708,660.

2.  A public hearing shall be held on such proposed improvement on the 1st day of April, 
2014 in the Council Chambers of the City Hall at 7:00 p.m., and the Clerk shall give 
mailed and published notice of such hearing and improvement as required by law.

Adopted this 4th day of March, 2014.

________________________________
Tim Howe, Mayor

ATTEST:

_____________________________
Catherine M. Sorensen, City Clerk 



RESOLUTION NO. 14-3(10)

(10) RESOLUTION DECLARING COST TO BE ASSESSED
AND ORDERING PREPARATION OF

PROPOSED ASSESSMENT ROLL

WHEREAS, a contract is proposed to be let for the improvement of residential streets in the 
area around Hanson Boulevard between 107th Avenue NW and 113th Avenue NW by 
street reconstruction and the contract price for such improvement is estimated to be 
$1,553,325.00 and the expenses incurred or to be incurred in the making of said 
improvement are estimated to be $155,335.00, so that the total cost of the improvement is 
estimated to be $1,708,660.00 and of this cost the City will pay $1,148,658.00 as its share 
of the cost; and

WHEREAS, the City of Coon Rapids expects to reimburse all or a portion of the project 
expenditures with the proceeds of debt to be incurred by the City; and

WHEREAS, this declaration is made pursuant to Section 1.103-18 of the Income Tax 
Regulations of the Internal Revenue Service.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF COON RAPIDS, 
MINNESOTA:

1.  The cost of such improvement to be specially assessed is hereby declared to be 
$560,002.00.

2.  The City Clerk, with the assistance of the City Engineer shall forthwith calculate the 
proper amount to be specially assessed for such improvement against every assessable 
lot, piece or parcel of land within the district affected, without regard to cash valuation, as 
provided by law, and the City Engineer shall file a copy of such proposed assessment in 
his office for public inspection.

3.  The Clerk shall, upon the completion of such proposed assessment, notify the Council 
thereof.

Adopted this 4th day of March, 2014.

___________________________________
Tim Howe, Mayor

ATTEST:

_____________________________
Catherine M. Sorensen, City Clerk



RESOLUTION NO. 14-3(11)

(11) RESOLUTION FOR HEARING ON
PROPOSED ASSESSMENT ROLL

WHEREAS, per a Resolution passed by the Council on the 4th day of March, 2014, the City 
Clerk was directed to prepare a proposed assessment of the cost of improving residential 
streets in the area around Hanson Boulevard between 107th Avenue NW and 113th

Avenue NW by street reconstruction; and

WHEREAS, the Clerk will give a minimum of 14 days written notice to the Council and all 
benefitted property owners described in the assessment roll that such proposed 
assessment has been completed and filed in the Clerk's office for public inspection,

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF COON RAPIDS, 
MINNESOTA:

1.  A hearing shall be held on the 1st day of April, 2014, in the City Hall at 7:00 p.m. to 
pass upon such proposed assessment and at such time and place all persons owning 
property affected by such improvement will be given an opportunity to be heard with 
reference to such assessment.

2.  The City Clerk is hereby directed to cause a notice of the hearing on the proposed 
assessment to be published once in the official paper at least 2 weeks prior to the hearing.

Adopted this 4th day of March, 2014.

________________________________
Tim Howe, Mayor

ATTEST:

_____________________________
Catherine M. Sorensen, City Clerk



   

City Council Regular   19.           

Meeting Date: 03/04/2014  

Subject: Accept Feasibility and Order Public Hearing and Assessment Hearing for Residential Street

Reconstruction - Project 14-4

Submitted For: Kevin Kawlewski, City Engineer  From: Cher Ridout, Admin Secretary II

INTRODUCTION

The City Engineering Division is recommending the reconstruction of approximately 2.5 miles of residential

streets in the area north of Coon Rapids Boulevard between 101st Avenue NW and 103rd Avenue NW plus the area

between Mississippi Boulevard NW and 84th Lane NW west of East River Road. Staff has prepared a feasibility

report for the proposed improvements. Council is being requested to accept the report and to order the public

improvement hearing and the assessment hearing for the project, with both hearings to be held on April 1, 2014.

DISCUSSION

Council ordered the preparation of a feasibility report for the proposed project on November 19, 2013. Streets

included in the scope of the report are as follows:

103rd Avenue NW from Sycamore Street NW to Olive Street NW1.

Sycamore Street NW from 101st Avenue NW to 103rd Avenue NW2.

Redwood Street NW from 101st Avenue NW to 103rd Avenue NW3.

Quince Street NW from 101st Avenue NW to 103rd Avenue NW4.

Palm Street NW from 101st Avenue NW to 103rd Avenue NW5.

Olive Street NW from 101st Avenue NW to 103rd Avenue NW6.

90th Avenue west of East River Road7.

89th Lane NW from Tamarack Street NW to Sycamore Street NW8.

Tamarack Avenue NW from 89th Avenue NW to 300 feet north of 89th Lane NW9.

Sycamore Avenue NW from 89th Avenue NW to 89th Lane NW10.

84th Lane NW from East River Road to end cul-de-sac termini11.

Redwood Street NW from Mississippi Boulevard to 84th Lane NW12.

Palm Street NW from Mississippi Boulevard to 84th Lane NW13.

Proposed improvements include reclamation of the existing bituminous surface and aggregate base, removal and

replacement of damaged curb and gutter, sidewalk and pedestrian curb ramp improvements in accordance with

ADA requirements, complete replacement of the existing watermain in the Woodcrest area and other needed repairs

or replacements as necessary, and repairs or replacements for the existing storm sewer as needed.

City assessment policy calls for assessing properties benefiting from the proposed improvements. The proposed

assessment rate is $1,667.00 for single family residential property, $20.83 per front foot for multi-family residential

property, and $41.65 per front for commercial property. The project as proposed includes 187 single family

properties, Adams Elementary School, and Woodcrest Park.

The legal descriptions for the area of benefit are:

Lots 1-12, Block 1; Lots 1-12, Block 2; Lots 1-12, Block 3; Lots 1-4, Block 4; Lots 1-6, Block 5; Lots 1-5,

Block 6; Lots 8-12, Block 6; Lots 2-6, Block 7; Lots 8-12, Block 7; and Lots 1-12, Block 8 of Woodcrest Plat

2



Lots 1-13, Block 1; and Lots 1-28, Block 2 of Meadow View Addition Plat 1

Lots 1-7, Block 1; and Lots 1-7, Block 2 of Sunwood Estates

Lots 1-2, Block 1; and Lots 1-5, Block 2 of Aqua Village South

Lots 1-3, Block 1 of Aqua Vista 2nd Addition

Lots 1-20, Block 1; Lots 1-5, Block 2; and Lots 1-16, Block 3 of Mississippi Oaks

Lots 1-7, Block 1 of Mississippi Oaks Plat 3 

PIN 23-31-24-41-0002

PIN 35-31-24-14-0011

PIN 31-31-24-14-0016

PIN 35-31-24-14-0049

PIN 35-31-24-14-0050

Approximately 200 properties were notified of the pending project in December 2013. A neighborhood meeting

was held on February 25, 2014 with approximately 15 people in attendance. General comments from residents in

attendance were in support of the project.

The total estimated project cost is $3,054,140. The project is necessary to improve the condition of the streets, is

feasible to construct from an engineering standpoint and it is cost-effective.

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that Council adopt the following resolutions (a 4/5 vote is needed for approval):

a. Resolution No. 14-4(4) accepting the feasibility report and ordering a public hearing to be held on April 1, 2014.

b. Resolution No. 14-4(10) declaring the cost to be assessed and ordering preparation of a proposed assessment roll.

c. Resolution No. 14-4(11) setting the assessment hearing date for April 1, 2014.

BUDGET IMPACT:

Total estimated cost of the proposed improvement is $3,054,140 with a total amount assessed of $330,155.00. The

balance of the project cost would be recovered from various funds as follows:

$1,041,065 from the Street Reconstruction Fund (797) resulting in an annual tax levy of approximately

$252,000 to repay bonds over a five year period, or $142,000 over a ten year period, beginning in 2015.

$11,000 from the Sanitary Sewer Fund (620)

$66,610 from the Storm Water Drainage Fund (740) recovered through storm drainage charges.

$1,605,310 from the Water System Maintenance Fund (601) recovered through charges for water used.

Attachments
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PROJECT HISTORY 
 
In the fall of 2012, City staff completed a pavement condition rating evaluation of City streets. The 
evaluation identified nearly 33 miles of City streets in poor condition. Streets that were identified for 
improvement as part of the 2014 Street Improvement Project were also reviewed to verify the final 
street reconstruction program for this year. The overall program was re-evaluated to analyze costs 
associated with higher levels of utility improvements. Based on discussions with the City Council, 
the overall program was developed and presented for approval. Subsequently, at the recommendation 
of City staff, Council ordered preparation of a feasibility report on November 19, 2013. This 
feasibility report is for reconstruction of residential streets in an area generally lying north of Coon 
Rapids Boulevard between 101st Avenue NW and 103rd Avenue NW and a second area just west of 
East River Road generally between Mississippi Boulevard NW and 90th Avenue NW. This project 
area would include reconstruction of 2.5 miles of residential streets. 
 
In 1994, the City began a street reconstruction program to replace aging street infrastructure. Since 
that time, more than 76 miles of the City’s 220 mile street system have been reconstructed. In 1997, 
the City implemented a policy for assessing a portion of the cost of street reconstruction to properties 
benefitting from the improvements. 
 
 
PROJECT AREA CHARACTERISTICS / EXISTING CONDITIONS 
 
The overall project area is illustrated on Figure 1.  Streets included in the scope of this report are 
as follows: 
 
 1. 103rd Avenue NW from Sycamore Street NW to Olive Street NW 
 2. Sycamore Street NW from 101st Avenue NW to 103rd Avenue NW 
 3. Redwood Street NW from 101st Avenue NW to 103rd Avenue NW  
 4. Quince Street NW from 101st Avenue NW to 103rd Avenue NW  
 5. Palm Street NW from 101st Avenue NW to 103rd Avenue NW 
 6. Olive Street NW from 101st Avenue NW to 103rd Avenue NW 
 7. 90th Avenue west of East River Road 
 8. 89th Lane NW from Tamarack Street NW to Sycamore St. NW 
 9. Tamarack Avenue NW from 89th Avenue NW to 300 feet north of 89th Lane NW  
 10. Sycamore Avenue NW from 89th Avenue NW to 89th Lane NW 
 11. 84th Lane NW from East River Road to end cul-de-sac termini 
 12. Redwood Street NW from Mississippi Boulevard to 84th Lane NW 
 13. Palm Street NW from Mississippi Boulevard to 84th Lane NW 
 
Land uses within the project area include the following: 
 

• Single family residential (187 parcels) 
• Adams Elementary School 
• Woodcrest Park 

 



2 | P a g e  
 

Residential streets in the areas proposed for reconstruction as previously described were originally 
constructed between 1966 and 1976 in the Woodcrest Area and between 1975 and 1980 in other 
parts of the project area ranging from 35 to over 50 years old. Because of their age, these streets have 
experienced excessive fatigue cracking and are to the point where routine maintenance (crack sealing 
and seal coating) is no longer cost-effective. There are also numerous areas where the existing 
concrete curb and gutter has cracked, broken, or settled, resulting in a reduced capacity to effectively 
convey drainage. Pavement ages of individual streets within the project limits are illustrated on 
Figure 2. 
 
The existing water distribution system for the project areas consists of 6-inch and 8-inch ductile iron 
and cast iron pipe. It was constructed at the same time as the streets in the area from 1977 to 1980.  
The exception is that the watermain in the Woodcrest area is cast iron pipe and was installed in the 
late 1950’s. There is not a substantial history of watermain breaks in the area but there has been a 
high number of frozen lines in Woodcrest due to shallow depths of bury this winter. The pipe age 
ranges from roughly 34 to over 50 years. The ages of the watermain system and pipe sizes are 
illustrated on Figure 3. The majority of the pipe system still has many years before it will need to be 
replaced completely. 
 
The sanitary sewer system consists of 8-inch PVC pipe and is considered to be in good condition.  
Closed circuit televising of the sanitary sewer system within the proposed project area has revealed 
the pipe is sound with no significant sagging of the lines or standing water or joint issues. The 
manholes are precast concrete structures and have been found to be generally in good condition with 
no sign of groundwater seeping into the system. 
 
There is minimal storm sewer located within the project area. City staff is not aware of inadequate 
drainage capacity or areas that experience localized flooding. The storm sewer is considered to be in 
good condition.  
 
 
PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS 
 
Streets in the project area are proposed to be reconstructed by reclaiming the existing bituminous 
pavement and gravel base, recompacting reclaimed material, disposing of excess reclaimed material, 
and resurfacing the streets with new bituminous pavement. There may be areas where subgrade 
corrections are needed, due to the presence of soft or unsuitable soils. In addition, removal and 
replacement of existing concrete curb and gutter that is in poor condition (cracked, broken, settled) 
or that does not drain properly, is proposed. In the event that existing curb returns are being removed, 
new pedestrian curb ramps will be installed at curb returns with existing sidewalk (as needed) to 
comply with American with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements. 
 
Sanitary sewer manholes, storm sewer manholes and catch basins will be repaired, replaced or 
adjusted as needed before the street is repaved. Extension of storm sewer pipe will be considered 
during project design and construction, as existing conditions allow. 
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Due to the age of the cast iron pipe, shallow bury depths and freezing issues in the Woodcrest area, it 
is proposed to replace the existing CIP watermain with DIP or PVC pipe in the following areas: 
 

• Sycamore Street – from 101st Avenue NW to 103rd Avenue NW 
• Redwood Street – from 101st Avenue NW to 103rd Avenue NW 
• Quince Street – from 101st Avenue NW to 103rd Avenue NW 
• Palm Street - from 101st Avenue NW to 103rd Avenue NW 
• 103rd Avenue NW – from Sycamore Street to Palm Street 

 
The watermain improvements proposed with Project 14-4 are shown on Figure 4.  The replacement 
of the watermain as proposed will require the installation of a temporary water system while the 
mains are being replaced.  The phasing will be set up such that the Contractor will need to finish and 
test portions of the project before beginning the next phase. In this area, the installation of new 
services will also include new curb stops and will result in some tree removal due to the proximity of 
the service excavations.  In addition, all of the curb and gutter in this area will be replaced due to the 
excavations associated with the new watermain installation.   
 
In addition to the proposed watermain replacement, obsolete fire hydrants will be replaced with new 
hydrants. Watermain valves and valve boxes will be repaired, replaced, or adjusted as needed prior to 
final paving.  All fittings, valve and hydrant replacement will be completed using stainless steel nuts 
and bolts to minimize the risk of deterioration and extend the life of the main. 
 
Boulevard trees were trimmed this winter to clear the streets of low hanging branches. All street 
name signs and other street signs will be replaced with new signs and posts. All new street name 
signs will have larger lettering consistent with the current City logo.  
 
 
MAINTENANCE IMPACT 
 
The streets proposed for reconstruction have deteriorated extensively and would require increased 
maintenance if they are not repaved soon.  Seal coating is no longer effective for the streets, due to 
the excessive cracking that has occurred.  It becomes cost-prohibitive to maintain street surfaces that 
are as badly cracked as exists on these streets.  
 
Once the streets are repaved, crack sealing and seal coating should be performed in 6 to 10 years to 
preserve the new bituminous pavement. With periodic maintenance, the street surfacing should not 
require replacement for at least 30 years. 
 
New watermain valve boxes, new storm water inlet castings and structures, and new adjusting rings 
on sanitary sewer manholes will be installed as needed with the project, preserving the existing 
utility infrastructure and reducing the need for future maintenance. 
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ESTIMATED COST/FINANCING 
 
The total estimated cost of the street reconstruction Project 14-4 is $3,054,140. 
 
The estimated project costs include the watermain replacement/repair costs in the amount of 
$1,383,310.00, storm sewer repairs and improvements in the amount of $66,610.00 and sanitary 
sewer repairs in the amount of $11,000.00.  Tree trimming costs are approximately $10,000 and will 
be paid from Street Reconstruction Fund.  
 
The City would finance the project and assess a portion of the cost to  adjacent benefiting properties. 
The City’s policy goal is to assess approximately 50% of street reconstruction costs to benefiting 
properties. The City would initially pay for the cost of the project from a combination of Street 
Reconstruction (797), Storm Water Utility (640), Water System Maintenance (601) and Sanitary 
Sewer Maintenance (620) funds. Project funding is summarized below: 
 

Street Reconstruction Fund       $1,041,065 
Sanitary Sewer Maintenance Fund           $11,000 
Storm Water Utility Fund            $66,610 
Water System Maintenance Fund      $1,605,310 
Proposed Amount to be Assessed          $330,155  

 
Total Estimated Project Cost       $3,054,140 

 
The City's share of approximately $1,041,065 for street work would result in an annual tax levy of 
approximately $290,000 if bonds are sold and paid for over a 5-year period beginning in 2014. The 
assessed share of the total project cost is approximately 11% for this project, due to the number and 
orientation of properties that can be assessed within the project limits, as well as the amount of non-
assessable watermain work anticipated. 
 
 
PROJECT TIMETABLE 
 
February 25 2014 - Staff conducts neighborhood meeting for residents 
 
March 4, 2014 - Council accepts feasibility report, orders a public hearing, and sets  
  an assessment hearing date 
 
April 1, 2014 - Council holds the public hearing and assessment hearing and orders the 
  project. Council approves plans and specs and orders ad for bids. 
 
April 29, 2014 - Open bids 
 
May 6, 2014 - Council adopts the assessments and awards contract for construction 
 
June - Nov. 2014 - Project construction 
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Note— Assessments are proposed to be adopted by Council on May 20th rather than on April 1st 
when the assessment hearing is held. This allows a construction contract to be awarded, signifying 
the Council’s intent to proceed with project construction and to incur costs for the project prior to 
assessments being levied. Upon adoption of the assessments, residents would have 30 days to pay off 
the assessment without incurring interest charges. 
 
PROPOSED ASSESSMENTS 
 
In 1997, assessment rates were established as part of the City’s policy for financing street 
reconstruction. Under the policy, rates are to be updated annually, using the Construction Cost Index 
(CCI).  Assessment rates for 2014 have been increased by 2.9% from the 2013 rates, reflecting an 
increase in the CCI.  
 
The rates to be used for 2014 are as follows--  
 

Single-family lot - $1,667 per lot (CCI factor results in an increase 
  of $47.00 from 2012) 
 
Residential (higher density - $20.83 per front-foot or average width 
including duplex units) 
 
Office and commercial - $41.65 per front foot or average width 
  (double residential rate per policy) 

 
Assessments would be spread over a 10-year period with an interest rate of 3.95% and the first 
installment would be due in 2015. Property owners would have the option of paying their entire 
assessment within 30 days following Council adoption of the assessments and would incur no 
interest charges.  Payments made after the 30-day period would also require payment of any interest 
charges accrued up to the time payment is made.  If the assessment were paid as part of the property 
tax statement, the annual cost for a single-family home would be approximately $200 per year for the 
10-year period.  
  
A copy of the proposed assessment roll is available in the City Engineer’s office, as well as in the 
City Clerk’s office. 
 
 
PROJECT FEASIBILITY 
 
The proposed project is necessary for the City to keep the streets in the project area in a safe and 
drivable condition. The project is cost effective and is technically feasible to construct. An 
independent appraiser was retained in 2008 to review the “benefit” to the properties for work similar 
to what is proposed with this project. The appraiser’s report indicated that the “benefit" to the 
properties is in the range of $2,000 to $5,000. The proposed rate of $1,667 does not exceed this 
“benefit” amount. Therefore, the project is also economically feasible. 
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATION 
 
As part of its 2014 Street Reconstruction Program, the City is proposing to reconstruct 2.5 miles of 
residential streets with this project.  A majority of the project cost would be paid by the City and a 
portion of the project cost would be recovered through assessments to benefiting property owners, in 
accordance with the Street Reconstruction Policy approved by Council in 1997.  Property owners 
were notified of the project and of the proposed assessment rates by letter in December, 2013. An 
informational meeting was held in February 2014 and staff listened to concerns and suggestions, and 
answer questions that residents had regarding the project. Council will be requested to schedule both 
the public hearing and assessment hearing for April 1, 2014.   
 
It is recommended that Council accept this feasibility report, order a public hearing on the project, 
and order a hearing on the proposed assessments by adopting the resolutions included with this 
report. 
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Original Pavement Construction
Figure 2
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Watermain Material and Install Year
Figure 3
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Figure 4
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RESOLUTION NO. 14-4(4)

(4) RESOLUTION ACCEPTING FEASIBILITY REPORT
AND ORDERING PUBLIC HEARING ON IMPROVEMENT

WHEREAS, pursuant to resolution of the Council adopted on the 19th day of November, 2013, 
a report has been prepared by the City Engineering Division with reference to the 
improvement of residential streets in the area north of Coon Rapids Boulevard between 
101st Avenue NW and 103rd Avenue NW plus the area between Mississippi Boulevard 
NW and 84th Lane NW west of East River Road by street reconstruction, and this report 
was received by the Council on the 4th day of March, 2014; and

WHEREAS, the report provides information regarding whether the proposed project is 
necessary, cost effective, and feasible,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Coon Rapids, Minnesota:

1.  The Council will consider such improvement in accordance with the report and the 
assessment of benefitting property for all or a portion of the cost of the improvement 
pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Sections 429.011 to 429.111, at an estimated total cost of 
the improvement of $3,054,140.

2.  A public hearing shall be held on such proposed improvement on the 1st day of April, 
2014 in the Council Chambers of the City Hall at 7:00 p.m., and the Clerk shall give 
mailed and published notice of such hearing and improvement as required by law.

Adopted this 4th day of March, 2014.

________________________________
Tim Howe, Mayor

ATTEST:

_____________________________
Catherine M. Sorensen, City Clerk 



RESOLUTION NO. 14-4(10)

(10) RESOLUTION DECLARING COST TO BE ASSESSED
AND ORDERING PREPARATION OF

PROPOSED ASSESSMENT ROLL

WHEREAS, a contract is proposed to be let for the improvement of residential streets in the 
area north of Coon Rapids Boulevard between 101st Avenue NW and 103rd Avenue NW 
plus the area between Mississippi Boulevard NW and 84th Lane NW west of East River 
Road by street reconstruction and the contract price for such improvement is estimated to 
be $2,748,730.00 and the expenses incurred or to be incurred in the making of said 
improvement are estimated to be $305,410.00, so that the total cost of the improvement is 
estimated to be $3,054,140.00 and of this cost the City will pay $2,723,985.00 as its share 
of the cost; and

WHEREAS, the City of Coon Rapids expects to reimburse all or a portion of the project 
expenditures with the proceeds of debt to be incurred by the City; and

WHEREAS, this declaration is made pursuant to Section 1.103-18 of the Income Tax 
Regulations of the Internal Revenue Service.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF COON RAPIDS, 
MINNESOTA:

1.  The cost of such improvement to be specially assessed is hereby declared to be 
$330,155.00.

2.  The City Clerk, with the assistance of the City Engineer shall forthwith calculate the 
proper amount to be specially assessed for such improvement against every assessable 
lot, piece or parcel of land within the district affected, without regard to cash valuation, as 
provided by law, and the City Engineer shall file a copy of such proposed assessment in 
his office for public inspection.

3.  The Clerk shall, upon the completion of such proposed assessment, notify the Council 
thereof.

Adopted this 4th day of March, 2014.

___________________________________
Tim Howe, Mayor

ATTEST:

_____________________________
Catherine M. Sorensen, City Clerk



RESOLUTION NO. 14-4(11)

(11) RESOLUTION FOR HEARING ON
PROPOSED ASSESSMENT ROLL

WHEREAS, per a Resolution passed by the Council on the 4th day of March, 2014, the City 
Clerk was directed to prepare a proposed assessment of the cost of improving residential 
streets in the area north of Coon Rapids Boulevard between 101st Avenue NW and 103rd

Avenue NW plus the area between Mississippi Boulevard NW and 84th Lane NW west of 
East River Road by street reconstruction; and

WHEREAS, the Clerk will give a minimum of 14 days written notice to the Council and all 
benefitted property owners described in the assessment roll that such proposed 
assessment has been completed and filed in the Clerk's office for public inspection,

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF COON RAPIDS, 
MINNESOTA:

1.  A hearing shall be held on the 1st day of April, 2014, in the City Hall at 7:00 p.m. to 
pass upon such proposed assessment and at such time and place all persons owning 
property affected by such improvement will be given an opportunity to be heard with 
reference to such assessment.

2.  The City Clerk is hereby directed to cause a notice of the hearing on the proposed 
assessment to be published once in the official paper at least 2 weeks prior to the hearing.

Adopted this 4th day of March, 2014.

________________________________
Tim Howe, Mayor

ATTEST:

_____________________________
Catherine M. Sorensen, City Clerk



   

City Council Regular   20.           

Meeting Date: 03/04/2014  

Subject: 2014 - 2016 Police Officers Labor Agreement

From: Matt Stemwedel, Assistant City

Manager

INTRODUCTION

The Council is requested to formally ratify the terms of the negotiated labor agreement for 2014-2016 between the

City of Coon Rapids and the Law Enforcement Labor Services, Local 207, representing the Police Officers

bargaining unit. 

DISCUSSION

A three-year (2014-2016) agreement has been reached between the City Manager and Law Enforcement Labor

Services Local 207 (Union), which represents the City's Police Officers. The Union membership ratified the

contract on February 13, 2014. 

The substantive terms of the agreement are summarized below:

1.) Contract duration: Three years, calendar years 2014 - 2016.

3.) Clothing allowance - Article 20: Amend to increase the uniform allowance to the following: $830 in 2014, $850

in 2015 and $870 in 2016.

2.) Holidays - Article 21: Amend article to include language clarifying holidays for new employees and upon

resignation:

21.3: Newly hired employees will receive one holiday for every month remaining in the calendar year,

including the month in which they begin employment if the first day of work is on or before the 15th of the

month. Upon a resignation, the Employer will deduct pay for holidays that have been previously sold back

on a one holiday for every month remaining in the calendar year basis for any month the employee did not

work until the 15th of the month or after.

For purposes of determining holiday accruals during a shift change, if the change occurs on or before the 15th

of the month the employee will be credited for the holiday leave that corresponds with their assignment

(10-hours or 8-hours). If the assignment does not occur until after the 15th of the month, the change to

holidays leave will not begin until the next month.

4.) Sick Leave - Article 23: Amend article to read as follows:

23.3: An employee who is absent from work due to illness for more than one day may be required to present

a doctor’s certificate of his/her illness and recovery, if the employee is suspected of misusing the sick leave

privilege. The City will reimburse the Employee for any out of pocket medical expense (limited to in-network

physicians) associated with the City required office visit or may require the Employee to see a

City-designated physician. This reimbursement requirement does not apply to office visits associated with

obtaining FMLA certification, workers’ compensation matters, or Employee initiated to document work



restrictions. 

5.) Specialty Pay – Article 27: Amend article 27.1 to increase specialty pay to $300.00 per month for the duration

of the agreement.

6.) Wages – Appendix A: amend as follows: 

2.25% increase to the wage rate effective January 1, 2014

2.5% increase to wage rate effective January 1, 2015

2.5% increase wage rate effective January 1, 2016

6.) Memorandum of Understanding that allows Union members to choose between the Sick Leave Incentive

program in Article 23.4 and the City’s Wellness Program.

7.) Miscellaneous and minor language changes as deemed appropriate by the City Manager

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends the Council adopt Resolution 14-41, approving the labor agreement between the City and Law

Enforcement Labor Services, Local 207.

BUDGET IMPACT:

The wage increases have been appropriately budgeted for within the 2014 City budget. The wage increases for

2015 and 2016 will be included in future budgets. For reference, the cost of living adjustments included in

this agreement mirror the adjustments included in the City's other collective bargaining agreements.

Attachments

Police Officers Labor Agreement Resolution



RESOLUTION 14-41

RESOLUTION APPROVING A LABOR AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY 
OF COON RAPIDS AND LAW ENFORCEMENT LABOR SERVICES, LOCAL 

#207 FOR THE TERM JANUARY 1, 2014 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2016

WHEREAS, the City of Coon Rapids (“City”) recognizes Law Enforcement Labor 
Services, Local No. 207 (“Union’), as the exclusive bargaining representative 
under Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 179A, for police officer job classifications as 
identified in the collective bargaining agreement; and

WHEREAS, representatives of the City and representatives of the Union reached a 
tentative agreement through the collective bargaining process.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of Coon Rapids, 
Minnesota approves the terms of the tentative agreement, which are as follows:

1. Contract duration: Three years, calendar years 2014 - 2016.

2. Clothing allowance - Article 20: Amend to increase the uniform 
allowance to the following: $830 in 2014, $850 in 2015 and $870 in 
2016. 

3. Holidays - Article 21: Amend article to include language clarifying 
holidays for new employees and upon resignation:

21.3: Newly hired employees will receive one holiday for every month 
remaining in the calendar year, including the month in which they 
begin employment if the first day of work is on or before the 15th of 
the month.   Upon a resignation, the Employer will deduct pay for 
holidays that have been previously sold back on a one holiday for 
every month remaining in the calendar year basis for any month the 
employee did not work until the 15th of the month or after.

For purposes of determining holiday accruals during a shift change, if 
the change occurs on or before the 15th of the month the employee will 
be credited for the holiday leave that corresponds with their 
assignment (10-hours or 8-hours). If the assignment does not occur 
until after the 15th of the month, the change to holidays leave will not 
begin until the next month.

4. Sick Leave - Article 23: Amend article to read as follows:
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23.3: An employee who is absent from work due to illness for more 
than one day may be required to present a doctor’s certificate of 
his/her illness and recovery, if the employee is suspected of misusing 
the sick leave privilege. The City will reimburse the Employee for any 
out of pocket medical expense (limited to in-network physicians) 
associated with the City required office visit or may require the 
Employee to see a City-designated physician. This reimbursement 
requirement does not apply to office visits associated with obtaining 
FMLA certification, workers’ compensation matters, or Employee 
initiated to document work restrictions. 

5. Specialty Pay – Article 27: Amend article 27.1 to increase specialty 
pay to $300.00 per month for the duration of the agreement.

6. Wages – Appendix A: amend as follows: 

a) 2.25% increase to the wage rate effective January 1, 2014
b) 2.5% increase to wage rate effective January 1, 2015
c) 2.5% increase wage rate effective January 1, 2016

6. Memorandum of Understanding that allows Union members to choose 
between the Sick Leave Incentive program in Article 23.4 and the 
City’s Wellness Program.

7. Miscellaneous and minor language changes as deemed appropriate by 
the City Manager. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council authorizes the Mayor and the 
City Manager to execute four copies of a contract reflecting the terms of the 
settlement upon receipt of the same executed by the designated bargaining unit 
representatives.

Adopted by the Coon Rapids City Council this 4th day of March, 2014.

___________________________________
Tim Howe, Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________
Cathy Sorensen, City Clerk



   

City Council Regular   21.           

Meeting Date: 03/04/2014  

Subject: 2014 - 2016 Police Sergeants Labor Agreement

From: Matt Stemwedel, Assistant City

Manager

INTRODUCTION

The City Council is requested to formally ratify the terms of the negotiated labor agreement for 2014-2016 between

the City of Coon Rapids and the Law Enforcement Labor Services, Inc. representing the Police Sergeants

bargaining unit. 

DISCUSSION

A three-year (2014-2016) agreement has been reached between the City Manager and Law Enforcement Labor

Services - Local #362 (Union), which represents the City's Police Sergeants. The Union membership ratified the

contract on February 26, 2014. 

The substantive terms of the agreement are summarized below.

1.) Contract Duration: Three years, calendar years 2014 through 2016.

2.) Court Time - Article 14: New article to include language regarding court stand-by pay, which had previously

been included in a Memorandum of Understanding in previous contracts.

14.2: Employees who are required to be on stand-by for court are compensated at the rate of one hour’s pay

or compensatory time off for each hour on standby.

3.) Clothing allowance - Article 18: Amended to increase the uniform allowance to the following: $830 in 2014,

$850 in 2015 and $870 in 2016.

4.) Holidays – Article 19: Amended to include the following language regarding holiday overtime pay and holiday

distribution for new employees and employee resignations. This language is very similar to the language in the

Police Officers contract.

19.3: Employees shall be compensated at two times the employee's premium rate for hours worked in excess

of the employee's regular scheduled shift on the following holidays:

New Year's Day

Memorial Day

Independence Day

Labor Day

Thanksgiving Day

Christmas Eve Day

Christmas Day

New Year's Eve Day



19.4: Upon a resignation, the Employer will deduct pay for holidays that have been previously sold back on a

one holiday for every month remaining in the calendar year basis for any month the employee did not work

until the 15th of the month or after.

For purposes of determining holiday accruals during a shift change, if the change occurs on or before the 15th

of the month the employee will be credited for the holiday leave that corresponds with their assignment

(10-hours or 8-hours). If the assignment does not occur until after the 15th of the month, the change to

holidays leave will not begin until the next month.

5.) Vacations - Article 20: Amend Article 20.3 to discard the existing language and to replace it with the following:

20.3: Bid Period: Employees will be able to bid one continuous vacation period from December 1st to

December 31st for the following calendar year based on seniority. After December 31st, all leave requests

will be granted on a first-come, first-served basis.

6.) Wellness Program - Article 22: Create new article to include language for participation in the City Wellness

Program, which was previously a separate Memorandum of Understanding:

Article 22.1: Employees will be eligible to participate in the Employer’s Wellness Program (Biometric

Screenings) on the same basis as the Employer’s non-union employees. In the event that the Employer’s

wellness program incentives change in total value, up-to 16 hours of vacation or up-to $400.00, the parties

may renegotiate this issue. Both parties agree it is reasonable for the Employer to modify biometric

screening categories and thresholds from time to time to better meet Employer wellness programming goals

and that such modifications will not be considered a change in value that would require renegotiation.

7.) Wages - Article 24: The Police Sergeants make a wage rate that is 22% above the top patrol officer hourly rate.

The effective increases are as follows, which match the increases provided in the City's other collective bargaining

agreements. Additionally, the agreement includes a provision for a specialty pay for the sergeant that is assigned to

investigative duties.

2.25% increase to the wage rate effective January 1, 2014

2.5% increase to wage rate effective January 1, 2015

2.5% increase wage rate effective January 1, 2016

24.2: An employee assigned to Sergeant investigative duties will receive an additional $300.00 (three

hundred dollars) per month.

8.) Miscellaneous and minor language changes as deemed appropriate by the City Manager.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends the Council adopt Resolution 14-40, approving the labor agreement between the City and the

Law Enforcement Labor Services - Local #362 representing the Police Sergeants.

BUDGET IMPACT:

The wage increases have been appropriately budgeted for within the 2014 city budget. The wage increases for

2015 and 2016 will be included in future budgets. For reference, the cost of living adjustments included in this

agreement mirror the adjustments included in the the City's other labor agreements.

Attachments

Police Sergeant Labor Agreement Resolution



RESOLUTION 14-40

RESOLUTION APPROVING A LABOR AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY 
OF COON RAPIDS AND LAW ENFORCEMENT LABOR SERVICES, INC., 

LOCAL #362 FOR THE TERM JANUARY 1, 2014 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 
2016

WHEREAS, the City of Coon Rapids (“City”) recognizes Law Enforcement Labor 
Services, Inc., Local No. 362 (“Union’), as the exclusive bargaining 
representative under Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 179A, for Police Sergeant job 
classification as identified in the collective bargaining agreement; and

WHEREAS, representatives of the City and representatives Union, representing the 
Police Sergeants bargaining unit, reached a tentative agreement through the 
collective bargaining process.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of Coon Rapids, 
Minnesota approves the terms of the tentative agreement, which are as follows:

1. Contract duration: Three years, calendar years 2014 - 2016.

2. Court Time - Article 14: Amend article to include language regarding
court stand-by pay, which had previously been included in a 
Memorandum of Understanding:

14.2: Employees who are required to be on stand-by for court are 
compensated at the rate of one hour’s pay or compensatory time off for 
each hour on standby.

3. Clothing allowance - Article 18: Amend to increase the uniform 
allowance to the following: $830 in 2014, $850 in 2015 and $870 in 
2016. 

4. Holidays – Article 19: Amend to include the following: 

19.3: Employees shall be compensated at two times the employee's 
premium rate for hours worked in excess of the employee's regular 
scheduled shift on the following holidays:

New Year's Day Thanksgiving Day
Memorial Day Christmas Eve Day
Independence Day Christmas Day
Labor Day New Year's Eve Day
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19.4: Upon a resignation, the Employer will deduct pay for holidays 
that have been previously sold back on a one holiday for every month 
remaining in the calendar year basis for any month the employee did 
not work until the 15th of the month or after.

For purposes of determining holiday accruals during a shift change, if 
the change occurs on or before the 15th of the month the employee will 
be credited for the holiday leave that corresponds with their 
assignment (10-hours or 8-hours). If the assignment does not occur 
until after the 15th of the month, the change to holidays leave will not 
begin until the next month.

5. Vacations - Article 20: Amend Article 20.3 to discard the existing 
language and to replace it with the following:

20.3: Bid Period: Employees will be able to bid one continuous 
vacation period from December 1st to December 31st for the following 
calendar year based on seniority. After December 31st, all leave 
requests will be granted on a first-come, first-served basis.

6. Wellness Program - Article 22: Create new article to include langue 
for participation in the City Wellness Program, which was previously a 
separate Memorandum of Understanding:

Article 22.1: Employees will be eligible to participate in the 
Employer’s Wellness Program (Biometric Screenings) on the same basis 
as the Employer’s non-union employees. In the event that the 
Employer’s wellness program incentives change in total value, up-to 16 
hours of vacation or up-to $400.00, the parties may renegotiate this issue.  
Both parties agree it is reasonable for the Employer to modify biometric 
screening categories and thresholds from time to time to better meet 
Employer wellness programming goals and that such modifications will 
not be considered a change in value that would require renegotiation.   

7. Wages – Article 25: amend as follows: 

a) 2.25% increase to the wage rate effective January 1, 2014
b) 2.5% increase to wage rate effective January 1, 2015
c) 2.5% increase wage rate effective January 1, 2016
d) 24.2: An employee assigned to Sergeant investigative duties will 

receive an additional $300.00 (three hundred dollars) per month.

8. Miscellaneous and minor language changes as deemed appropriate by 
the City Manager. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council authorizes the Mayor and the 
City Manager to execute four copies of a contract reflecting the terms of the 
settlement upon receipt of the same executed by the designated bargaining unit 
representatives.

Adopted by the Coon Rapids City Council this 4th day of March, 2014.

___________________________________
Tim Howe, Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________
Cathy Sorensen, City Clerk
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